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Alleluia, Christ is Risen!  The Lord is Risen indeed!    

I wanted to take the time this month to address two common question that I am asked.  

Why is there a Birthday Jar and where does the money go? 

You may have noticed a custom at St. Peterõs to put money in the birthday jar as people come up for a 

birthday blessing.  To be honest, I have had a few newer people ask me if they have to pay to get the 

birthday blessing.   Of course the answer is no, we settled that idea for church blessings and sacraments 

500 years ago with the Reformation. 

The Birthday Jar is a freewill offering that goes to support a child St. Peterõs sponsors for her education 

in a third world country through Compassion International.  This was the custom that was in place  

before I arrived here. 

Our childõs name is Diane Umuhoza, and she wrote a letter to St. Peterõs to update her progress. The 

original is in the office if you are interested, I have copied it for computer below including her use of 

pronouns. 

To St. Peterõs Church 

Your daughter Diane greets you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The whole family is alright, none of them is sick.  

She  has got one goat and she (I) like it.  She is studying in P2, she was 7 out of 32 students.  Pray for her to succeed in 

the third term.  She goes to church on Sunday and Sunday School.  She likes to sing.  She wishes you Godõs peace.   

I have asked Karon to post this letter on the bulletin board, if any wish to write back we have an       

address to send letters to.   

The Birthday Jar is a great thing if we all know what it is for, and an incredibly scary thing for someone 

who walks up for a blessing and has no clue why a jar is coming out.  Itõs good to remind ourselves 

what it is there for from time to time so we can answer those who ask, òDo I have to pay for a      

blessing?ó 

Travel Notes 

I will be away for 10 days this month from April 7 to 17.  For the first 5 days I will be in New Orleans 

on vacation with Sarah and Rosie.  We will take some time to visit old friends and eat some creole     

cuisine.                                                                                                             Continued top of pg 2... 
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é.from  Fr. John  

After that I will be going to Nashotah for my yearly teaching time (I was there in January working on my 

own continuing education).  I spend a few days working with seniors and distance students offering    

insight into what the transition from seminary to parish is like.   

During this time please feel free to contact the parish office (674-7655) or our Senior Warden Lynne  

Outland (752-1918) with any emergencies. They will know what to do.  

Your Priest, 

 

 

John+ 

 

Sunday & Thursday  Dates 

March 29 and April 2 

April 5 and 9 

April 12 and 16 

 
 

Sunday & Thursday Dates 

April 19 and 23 

April 26 and 30 

May 3 and 7 

May 10 and 14 

May 17 and 21 

May 24 and 28 

 

 

NO STUDY 

NO STUDY 

NO STUDY 

 

 

Chapter 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

 

Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday 

Easter Sunday 

Fr. John away 

 

 

Topic 

The Birth of the King 

Jesus Ministry Begins 

No Ordinary Man 

Jesus, the Son of God 

The Hour of Darkness 

The Resurrection 

 

 

Sunday and Thursday Dates 

May 31 and June 4 

June 7 and 11 

June 14 and 18 

 

Chapter 

28 

29 

30 

 

Topic 

New Beginnings 

Paulõs Mission 

Paulõs Final Days 

   

4ÈÅ 3ÔÏÒÙ !ÐÒÉÌȟ -ÁÙ ÁÎÄ *ÕÎÅ 
Holy Week and Easter Break 

No Study from March 29ñApril 16 

3ÅÃÔÉÏÎ Ωɂ4ÈÅ ,ÉÆÅȟ $ÅÁÔÈ ÁÎÄ 2ÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓ 

3ÅÃÔÉÏÎ Ϊɂ4ÈÅ %ÁÒÌÙ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 

35.$!9 /.,9 
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'ÏÄ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÉÎÔÅÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ ÔÈÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÌÏÎÅȢ  )Î ÆÁÃÔȟ ÁÓ .Å× 4ÅÓÔÁÍÅÎÔ ÓÃÈÏÌÁÒ 
2ÉÃÈÁÒÄ (ÁÙÓ ÎÏÔÅÓȟ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÃÅÎÔÒÁÌ ÔÈÅÍÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ .Å× 4ÅÓÔÁÍÅÎÔȢ  )Æ ) 
ÁÍ ÎÏÔ ÉÎÔÅÇÒÁÔÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ Á ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÒÓ ) ÃÕÔ ÍÙÓÅÌÆ ÏÆÆ ÆÒÏÍ Á ÖÉÔÁÌ ÓÏÕÒÃÅ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅ ÆÏÒ 
ÍÙ ÆÁÉÔÈȢ   
 
/ÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙÓ ÉÎ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÒÕÅ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÓ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÔÒÕÓÔ ÉÎ 
'ÏÄȢ  /Î ÏÕÒ Ï×Îȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÅÁÓÙ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ Á ÐÌÁÃÅ ×ÈÅÒÅ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÌÏ× ÅØÐÅÃÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ 
×ÈÁÔ 'ÏÄ ÃÁÎ ÄÏ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÏÆ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȢ  7Å ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÁÎÙ×ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÕÓ ÓÅÅ 
ÌÉÖÅÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÄ ÂÙ 'ÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÓÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÁÃÃÅÐÔ ÁÓ  ÎÏÒÍÁÌ Á ÌÉÆÅ ×ÉÔÈ 'ÏÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓȟ            
ÅÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌÌÙȟ ÄÅÉÓÔÉÃȢ  $ÅÉÓÍ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÅ× ÔÈÁÔ 'ÏÄ ÓÅÔ ÕÐ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅÎ ×ÉÔÈÄÒÅ×ȟ ÌÅÁÖÉÎÇ 
ÕÓ ÔÏ ÃÁÒÒÙ ÏÎ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÏÕÒ Ï×Î ÓÔÅÁÍȢ  (Å ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÍÅÄÄÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÅÒÙÄÁÙ ÁÆÆÁÉÒÓ ÏÆ             
ÈÕÍÁÎÓȢ  /Î ÔÈÉÓ ÖÉÅ×ȟ ÏÕÒ ÐÁÒÔ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÔÒÙ ÁÓ ÂÅÓÔ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÔÏ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÔÈÅ ÍÏÄÅÌ *ÅÓÕÓ ÓÅÔ ÆÏÒ      
ÂÅÉÎÇ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ɉ×ÈÉÃÈ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÓȟ ÉÎÃÉÄÅÎÔÁÌÌÙȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÅÌÉÅÆ ÉÎ 'ÏÄ ÁÔ ÁÌÌ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ        
ÎÅÃÅÓÓÁÒÙȟ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÍÙ ÕÎÂÅÌÉÅÖÉÎÇ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒ ÃÁÎ ÕÎÄÅÒÔÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÏÆ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ Á ÍÏÄÅÌ ÏÆ 
ÇÏÏÄÎÅÓÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ) ÃÁÎɊȢ  !ÎÄ ÔÈÕÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÉÔÙ ÂÅÃÏÍÅÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈ ÔÏ ÓÅÌÆ
-ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅȢ   
 
)Æ ×Å ÌÏÏËȟ ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ ÁÓ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÄ ÉÎ !ÃÔÓȟ ×Å ПÉÎÄ Á ÖÅÒÙ 
ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ ÐÁÔÔÅÒÎȢ  4ÈÅÉÒ ÌÉÖÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÍÁÒËÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÒÁÎÓÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÖÅ ÅÎÃÏÕÎÔÅÒÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ  ÌÉÖÉÎÇ 
'ÏÄ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÄ  ÔÈÅ ÄÁÉÌÙ ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÃÅȟ 
ÇÕÉÄÁÎÃÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÅÍÐÏ×ÅÒÍÅÎÔȢ  !Ó Á ÒÅÓÕÌÔȟ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÒÁÄÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÁÌÔÅÒÅÄȟ ÂÕÔ 
ÔÈÅÙ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÁÇÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ ÒÁÄÉÃÁÌ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÏÆ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅÍȢ  4ÈÅÙ ÔÒÕÓÔÅÄ 'ÏÄ 
ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÌÙȟ ÅØÐÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÈÉÍ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÁÎÄȟ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅÍȟ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÖÅÓ 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÓȢ  7Å ÃÁÎ ÓÅÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÅØÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÒÉÃÈ ÓÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ ÌÉÆÅ ÌÁÙ ÁÎ ÅÑÕÁÌÌÙ 
ÒÉÃÈ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ Ô×Ï ×ÅÒÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÒÅÌÁÔÅÄȡ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ×ÁÓ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈÅÎÅÄ 
ÂÙ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÈÁÒÅÄ ÆÁÉÔÈȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÈÁÒÅÄ ÆÁÉÔÈ ×ÁÓ ÓÔÒÅÎÇÔÈÅÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȢ 
 
!ÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȩ  /Ò ÁÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÔÔÅÍÐÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ ÏÕÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÓÏÌÏȩ  )Æ 
ÙÏÕ ПÉÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÔÅÎÕÏÕÓȟ ÙÏÕÒ ÅØÐÅÃÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄ ÌÏ×ȟ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ (ÉÓ ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ 
ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÉÆÅ ×ÅÁËȟ ÃÈÁÎÃÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÌÁÃËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ËÉÎÄ ÏÆ ÒÉÃÈ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 
ÆÏÒ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÍÁÄÅȢ  ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÁÄÖÁÎÔÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ 
0ÅÔÅÒȭÓ ÔÏ ÆÏÒÍ ÔÈÅÓÅ ËÉÎÄÓ ÏÆ  ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓȢ ɉ3ÏÍÅ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȡ &ÒȢ *ÏÈÎ ÈÁÓ Ô×Ï ÇÒÏÕÐÓ 
ÓÔÕÄÙÉÎÇ 4ÈÅ 3ÔÏÒÙȠ ) ÈÁÖÅ Á ÓÍÁÌÌ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÏÎ &ÒÉÄÁÙ ÁÆÔÅÒÎÏÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÓÉÃÓ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎ ÆÁÉÔÈ ÏÎ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇȠ Á ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÆ ÍÅÎ ÁÌÓÏ ÍÅÅÔÓ ÏÎÃÅ Á ÍÏÎÔÈ ÆÏÒ           
ÂÒÅÁËÆÁÓÔȢɊ  !Ó ÁÌ×ÁÙÓȟ ÉÆ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÔÁÌË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÉÓȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÂÅ ÉÎ ÔÏÕÃÈȢ 
 
'ÏÄ ÂÌÅÓÓȟ 
 
*ÏÈÎ  
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QPR Training ~ Saturday, May 2, 9a.m.-1 pm.   
 
QPR Suicide Prevention Training is a training that 
anyone, in any field or walk of life, can take to learn 
to help save a life from suicide.  QPR stands for 
Question, Persuade, and Refer - these are three easy 
steps that anyone can learn to help prevent            
suicide. Just as anyone in our community can be 
trained in CPR to help a person in medical need get 
to the professional help they need, QPR trains      
anyone in our  community to help a person who is 
struggling with mental or emotional needs to get 
the professional help they need. Just as no one 
trained in CPR is expected to then preform open 
heart surgery, no one trained in QPR suicide       
prevention training is expected to  become a mental 
health professional. However, those trained in QPR 
Suicide   Prevention will be able to help save lives 
because they will learn to: recognize the warning 
signs of suicide, know how to offer hope, and know 
how to get professional help to save a life. In QPR, 
the general public is educated about the known 
warning signs of a suicide   crisis and how to         
respond: expressions of hopelessness, depression, 
giving away prized possessions, talking of suicide, 
or securing   lethal means.  
  
As Wyoming communities, we need to  approach 
the issue of suicide prevention in the same way - 
ensuring that individuals throughout our            
community are trained in recognizing and referring 
those at risk of suicide. Because suicides happen in 
families ð where emergency interventions are more 
likely to take place - we believe that AT LEAST 
ONE PERSON PER FAMILY UNIT should be 
trained in QPR. The training is free and open to the 
public, and we hope you will join us.  Please be 
trained in     suicide prevention - for your family, for 
your faith community, for your neighbors, and for 
your co-workers.  
                                
                            By Wendy Bruso, MS  
                 Community Prevention Professional 
 

         
                               Contact St. Peterõs Episcopal Church   

                                to sign-up for this training               
674-7655 . 
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7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÒÅ-ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÄ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ        
×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȢ 9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ ǢÎÄ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ             
ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓȟ ÄÉÇÉÔÁÌ ÃÏÐÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÒÏÓÓÅÄ +ÅÙÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÓÅÒÍÏÎ ÁÕÄÉÏȢ ,ÏÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÉÔÅ ÁÔȣȢ 
              ÈÔÔÐȡȾȾ×××ȢÓÔÐÅÔÅÒÓÓÈÅÒÉÄÁÎȢÃÏÍ 
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  Sr. Warden-Lynne Outland                                                                                               email: garylynne@vcn.com    752-1918 

                                 

                                 All of us live in a very fast moving,                   

           transient world.  Expressions abound 

about time flying and change is the only constant.  I 

sit at my desk daily and watch the financial world 

move by,  markets up, markets down, what will oil 

do, and on and on.  It can be overwhelming. 

How do we hope to cope?  I was reading a  review of 

a recent Dave Ramsey book concerning his efforts at 

helping people  manage money and debt.  The        

disclaimer of the reviewer was to take the ômeatô 

and ignore the religious inferences.  Many in our 

world do exactly that.  The problem with that is the         

labeling of what is the ômeatõ  by the reviewer is 

completely misguided.  This is not to say that being 

a good steward of your financial blessings is              

unimportant, but the coping mechanism for that 

and all else is upon us in the season of EASTER. 

 

The gift of the SON gave us all a true sign of the love 

of God.  This season lets us know of the strength of 

that love in that it overcame all, including death.  

The Resurrection and the Life were patterned for us 

to use as a constant guide in all we do.  All things 

worldly will continue to move and swirl around us, 

but let this season of Easter be a constant  reminder 

of what is our source of strength and coping.  Pray 

for strength, wisdom and peace. 

Blessings,  
 

Karen Ferguson 
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     Senior Warden ~   Lynne Outland  752-1918      Junior Warden ~ Liz Swanson  674-6662 

Ϋ 

 

The ECHO Ministry :   The purpose of the ECHO   
Ministry offers ôhandymanõ services to our members 
which may include: changing a light bulb, small   
carpentry projects, shopping, meals, and more! 
 
If you have a need, please call the church office. We 
can make that contact for youé. (674-7655). 
 
é...Episcopalians Connect by Helping  Othersé. 

Operation Christmas Child   

For April  OCC will be receiving 
small toys for boys or girls (crayons, 
small coloring books,  puzzles,  
hand held games, etc. 
Place items in the Blue bucket in Parish Hall. 

Thank you for giving to this great cause!!! 

  

EWC Applications are on the bulletin board  

 in the Parish Hall. Get your registration in 

ASAP!!! 

Billings, MT April 24-25, 2015 
406-223-4323 (Tickets at this number) 

Rimrock Auto Arena at Metra Park 
Friday 7-10 PM / Saturday 9 AM-5PM 

 

Applications on Community Board in  
Parish Hall 

The Altar Guild has openings for new         

members. Anyone interested may        

contact Theo Powers, Maria Black or 

Wendy Gale. 

 


