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April 2018

The Crossed Keys
In the past week I have had three different people tell me they just found out we are going to Lithuania.
This helped confirm my thought that it is probably a good idea to write something here about what we are
doing and when. This was originally announced back in November, the same week Fr. John announced his
departure. That was perhaps a lot to take in for one week. So if you have missed the information that we
also are going, I apologize if you are just now (or only recently) hearing of it.
When I wrote back in November, I said a bit about the reasons for our departure. It actually had nothing to
do with Fr. John leaving; the timing there was coincidental. Rather, after many months of prayer and
discussion, Rachel and I came to the conviction that God was asking us to return to LCC International
University (where we lived for two years before coming to Sheridan in 2013 and spent a semester in spring
2016). There is a long story here, as you can imagine, and I would be happy to fill it out for you if you are
interested.
LCC (www.lcc.lt) was founded by a group of Canadians, Americans, and Lithuanians just after the fall of
the Soviet Union. It functions much like a traditional American liberal arts college. The student body is
drawn mostly from from former parts of the Soviet Union but there are about 38 countries represented. It is
a Christian school, with faith as an explicit part of its identity. All students have to take a few courses that
give them opportunity to explore Christianity for themselves. A majority of students who enroll there are
not Christians; this creates lots of exciting opportunities to share the faith, live it out in front of a curious
audience, and invite students to make it their own.
My role at the university will have two components. I will be a part-time professor in the theology
department. Next fall I will be teaching a course on worldviews (one which all students take) as well as an
elective on apologetics. I will also be part-time chaplain to the faculty and staff. My task there will be
primarily to provide pastoral care and help foster a stronger spiritual community among those who serve.
Rachel will be continuing to teach Chayah and Noah at home, which will obviously consume much of her
time. Our plan and hope, however, is that she will also be significantly involved in helping meet the
pastoral needs of faculty and staff (and their spouses), especially those who are women.
Some of you have asked how you might be involved. First, there is the matter of prayer. We will need all
we can get. Nothing important happens in ministry unless God is in it, and it is through prayer that we
partner with him in what he is doing. We know from experience that Klaipeda (the city where the university
is located) is not the easiest place to live. It is windy, rainy, cold, and cloudy much of the year.
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It can be isolating to be in a foreign place. We need God’s strength to sustain us. Second, there is the
matter of financial support. The university tries to keep its costs as low as possible to make education
affordable for students coming from very poor places. They do not pay North American faculty. We
believe firmly in Jesus’ promise that as we pursue his work he will provide for our needs. (See Matthew
7:25-33; Luke 22:35) If God puts it on your heart to help in this way, there are two ways you can do so.
LCC has established a charity in the US through which funds can be donated. This is a good option if you
want a receipt for tax purposes. You should be able to find out everything you need to know here: https://
www.lcc.lt/giving-from-north-america/. Alternatively, you may give directly to us. While we are still
here, it is obvious how that works. After we depart, we will be leaving our account open at First Federal.
They will let you deposit funds directly into our account.
We will be putting together a newsletter about what we are doing and how things are going. If you would
like to be on our (email) mailing list, please send me an email at millikjr@gmail.com and let me know.
Lastly, a word about timing. We will be flying out of Denver on May 15th, and leaving Sheridan a few
days prior to that. Our last Sunday at St. Peter’s will be May 6th. It is with a heavy heart that we approach
leaving behind all the wonderful relationships we have formed at St. Peters. Thank you for your love and
support for our family over the years. It has been a blessing to serve among you.
In Christ,
John

The Food Group people who serve our community on a weekly basis by providing much
needed food for children on weekends, also are finding a need to provide personal hygiene care.
If you are interested, we currently have a blue tub in the church office that is ready to be filled
with ‘standard’ size items such as: Shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, tooth brushes, body
wash/soap, deodorant, women’s personal care, combs, brushes etc. If you can help in this area
bring your items to the church office. Thank you!!!
A Mission Endeavor:

Mike and Mary Beth Evers will be going to Mexico April 8th. They are
asking for new household items that will be given to a family receiving in a
new home. A receiving box is located in the Parish Hall
for donations. Please contact Mary Beth at 751-0057 for more information.
She will give you a list of specific items still needed. Thank You!
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ECHO Service Program
Episcopalians Connect by Helping Others
We could ALL use a little help at different times in our lives. We have a wonderful group of
individuals at St. Peter’s that are here to offer that help when needed. These are the ECHO Service
volunteers.
The purpose of ECHO is to offer ‘handyperson’ services to our parishioners, which could include
anything from changing a lightbulb to running errands, shoveling snow, yard cleanup, small
carpentry projects, getting a ride, getting advice, making a meal when needed, etc. We have a
wealth of talented, knowledgeable, willing individuals hoping to make your day a little easier and
brighter.
For those of you who just ‘don’t want to bother anyone’, Sometimes the greatest gift you can give
someone else is to make them feel needed.
If the ECHO team can help YOU, please call the church office (674-7655), or the team coordinator Suzie Schatz Hills (763-0525)

St. Peters ‘DINING IN’ Club
Would you like to get to know your St. Peter’s family better? What better
way to promote fellowship, friendship, and fun among parishioners than through a once a month
‘at home’ dining experience. There is no other agenda other than to share lively conversation and
good food with church friends, old and new.
Each dinner group will consist of 7-8 adults (singles and couples). The volunteer ‘host’ will call the
people in their group to choose a day in the month for the dinner. The host will provide the entre of
their choice and beverages. The other people in the group will bring one assigned item such as
salad, a side, dessert, or bread.
The host and the groups would change each month so you would be dining with different people
each time.
‘Dining In’ Club will meet once in March and April, and then start up again in October.
Sign-ups are available in the parish hall news board.
Please sign up in the parish hall by March 1st if interested. Call Suzie Schatz Hills at 763-0525 for
more information.
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The Prayer Shawl Ministry provides hand knitted shawls of various colors and varieties of stitching
to individuals who are ill, hurting, or just needs a special hug to warm the heart. Finished shawls
and ready to go ‘shawl kits’ are in the narthex of the church. If you know someone who needs to be
encouraged, pass on a Shawl Blessing!
For more information contact Roberta Thompson at 674-8578 or
Gail Boyer at 674-7655.
Thank you for your efforts towards this wonderful ministry!

From M. Craig Barnes, An Extravagant Mercy

Submitted by Deacon Juanita Smith

Matthew 28:2-4 And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord,
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it . . . . For fear of him
the guards shook and became like dead men.
You don't understand Easter if it doesn't scare you. This is not a sentimental spring holiday that
glibly reassures us everything will turn out as we had planned. Easter has very little to do with
our plans. It has everything to do with the unpredictable work of our Savior. Not even death
could keep Jesus from bringing us back to God. That, of course, is the hope that the church has to
offer the world. Yet a world with hope is not a very predictable place. Anything can happen.
Prior to Easter, our plans for life were essentially to gather up as many good days as possible
before we returned to the grave. The problem with that plan, though, was that it wasn't life. It
was just the postponement of death. Since Easter, death has been removed as the ending of our
story. Now it is just another chapter, and it is certainly not the last one. This means our future is
open-ended. According to Genesis, that was how we were created to live from the beginning. Now God alone can create our lives.
If our future is open, then nothing is certain along the way to that future. Well, almost nothing. We can, at least, count on Jesus Christ continuing his work of salvation. Once we discover
that he is missing from the grave, there is no telling where he will again appear in his search to
give life to those who are living as if they are already dead.
Alleluia. Christ is risen. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Therefore, since we have now been justified [declared free of the guilt of sin] by His blood, [how
much more certain is it that] we will be saved from the wrath of God through Him. For if while
we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, it is much
more certain, having been reconciled, that we will be saved [from the consequences of sin] by
His life [that is, we will be saved because Christ lives today]. Not only that, but we also rejoice
in God [rejoicing in His love and perfection] through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we
have now received and enjoy our reconciliation [with God]. Romans 5:9-11 Amplified Bible
And this is the reason we joyfully proclaim: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
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Ushers /Greeters

Altar Guild

Acolytes

Lay Readers

April 1

April 1

April 1

April 1

8:00

P&C Clark
A Ernst
D Kuehne

10:00 J&P Standish
K Ferguson
M Dailey

8:00
Ann Ernst
Karen Nicholarsen
Jaynie Spell

April 8
7:30 Lois Hall
10:00 Chris Bilyeu
Brandi Bilyeu
Rick Rossa
Liz Rossa

7:30

Lisa Milner
Jeff Wells
10:00 Sarah Mentock
Cara Nicholls

7:30

Forrest Asmus
Sandy Asmus

10:00 Mark Thoney
Gina Thoney
Dorothy Goodwin
Frank Smedley

Sydni Bilyeu
Ella Bilyeu
Chayah Milliken
Nate Haworth

April 15

Alicia Thoney
Maya Fritz
Isaac Fritz

April 22

Holland Duell
Sharon Bedard

10:00 Lee Helvey
Roberta Thomspon

April 8
7:30

Forrest Asmus
Sandy Asmus

10:00 Doug Hall
Anne Vaughan

April 15

Debbie Ebia
Karen Ferguson
DuAnne Diers

April 15
7:30 Peter Clark
Carol Clark
10:00 Shari Peddicord
Linen Greenough

April 22

April 22
7:30 Lois Hall

Sally LaBore
Liz Swanson
Carmen Rideout

April 29

7:30

April 8

Sandy Asmus
Georgia Boley
Maria Black

April 22
7:30 Janet Holcomb
10:00 Mary Dailey
Sandy Tharaldson
Georgia Boley
Frank Boley

10:00 B Mentock
C Hansford
C Milliken

April 8

April 15

M Black
N Haworth

Nate Haworth
Isaac Fritz
Maya Fritz

April 29

10:00 Paul Haworth
Christina Haworth

April 29

April 29
7:30

Vesta Gale
Cara Nicholls
Tina Mediate

Nate Haworth
Alicia Thoney
Ian Gale

Westview: Phil Dorsch

Laura Galloway

10:00 Lynne Outland
Linen Greenough

For ministry schedule changes contact
Juanita Smith at 673-4928

(Last Sunday of the Month)
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April 2018
Sun
1

Mon
2

Tue
3
Eucharist
Service
10:00 a.m.

Wed
4

Thu
5

Fri
6

Red Door
Women’s
HE:
Holy
Eucharist
I
Easter Sunday
Church
10-3 pm
Council 9 am
SS: Sunday School
8:00 & 10:00
Office
Choir 6:30 pm
HE: Holy Eucharist
II Closed
ME: Midweek Eucharist
8
9
10
11
12
13
2nd Easter
Red Door
7:30 HE I
Eucharist
10-3 pm
Service
9:00 Study
Choir 6:30 pm
10:00 a.m.
10:00 HE II
15
3rd Easter
7:30 HE I
9:00 Study
10:00 HE II

16

22
4th Easter
7:30 HE I
9:00 Study

23

29
5th Easter
7:30 HE I
9:00 Study
10:00 HE II

30

4/02
4/03
4/04
4/06
4/07
4/09
4/11
4/13
4/14
4/15
4/17

17

18

Eucharist
Service
10:00 a.m.
24
Eucharist
Service
10:00 a.m.

Roberta Thompson, Molly Boyer
Mary Mentock
Rick Parkison
Phillip Mediate, Laurel Prusak
Doris Moeller, Loretta Holloway,
Arin Waddell-Heyneman
John Stopka, Elliot Boley
Waneta Thirlwell
Matthew Prusak
Mickey McNickle
Jaynie Spell, Claire Schnatterbeck
Mary McDougall

19

Sat
7

14
Mug &
Muffin
10 am

20

21

27

28

Red Door
10-3 pm

Vestry
5:15 pm

Choir 6:30 pm
25

26
Red Door
10-3 pm
Choir 6:30 pm

HE I–Holy Eucharist 7:30 am
SS-Study-9:00 am
HE II–Holy Eucharist 10:00 am

4/18
4/20
4/21
4/22
4/23
4/23
4/24
4/25
4/26
4/27

Anita Badgett, Sarah Mentock
4/28 Terri Luplow, Andy Lowe,
Laci St. John
Jack Pelissier
4/29 Robert Prusak
Fritz Kehrwald
4/30 Margie Gustafson
Mike Storey, Gina Lanka
Carmen Ridout, Mark Galloway,
Randall Bateman, Steven Bateman
Colter Stopka
Sandy Pilch, Rachel Milliken,
Landon Alsup
Burt St. John, D.K Thompson
Aaron Woodward, Chayah Milliken
Ross Langhorne
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St. Peter’s

Episcopal Church

1 South Tschirgi Street . Sheridan, WY 82801
Phone: 307-674-7655
Email: stpeterssheridan@gmail.com

Visit our website at: www.stpeterssheridan.com

Contact Information
Dr. John Milliken (307-461-1924)
Assistant for Discipleship
drjohn@stpeterssheridan.com
Juanita Smith (307-673-4928)
Deacon
keyes555@msn.com
Robert Prusak (307-737-2561)
Sr. Warden
robertp@rangeweb.net
Eric Brandjord (307-751-9454)
Jr. Warden
ebrandjord@imlinc.com
Suzie Hills (307-763-0525)
Music Coordinator
suzie.schatz@gmail.com
Church Office Hours
9-2 / Mon-Fri.
(674-7655)

Cathy Storm (307-674-4565)
Pianist/Organist
cstorm@fiberpipe.net
Jeannene McKnight (307-674-4186)
Pianist
clarin@qwestoffice.net
Kathy McNickle (307-752-5745)
Pianist
kathymcnickle@aol.com
Gail Boyer (307-674-7655)
Parish Administrator
gail@stpeterssheridan.com
Karon Keahey (307-674-7655)
Parish Secretary
karon@stpeterssheridan.com
Church Phone (307-674-7655)
Email: stpeterssheridan@gmail.com

Website - www.stpeterssheridan.com
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