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      The Crossed KeysThe Crossed KeysThe Crossed Keys                                                                                  February 2019 

Fr. RJ Johnson 

It has been noted that we live in an outrage culture.  Many people assume that this is something new.  

Outrage culture, however, is not a new phenomenon.  Grace Sherwood was a victim of outrage culture.  

Sherwood is the only person known to have been convicted of witchcraft by ducking in Virginia.  Apparently, 

whoever tied the weights to Sherwood did not do a proper job of it, and Sherwood floated rather than sinking.   

 

It all started because Grace Sherwood dressed differently from the rest of the women in Pungo, which is now 

part of Virginia Beach.  She wore pants, like a man.  She was also interested in herbal healing, rather than the 

scientifically accepted remedies, such as blood letting.  She was different.  Then, someone accused her of 

killing a neighbor’s bull by casting a spell on it.  Word got around that Sherwood was a witch, and soon 

anyone who suffered the loss of livestock or crops was certain that Sherwood had performed her dark arts 

against them.  This went on for several years, until in 1706 a neighbor accused Sherwood of casting a spell on 

her that caused a miscarriage.  Everyone was outraged.  Sherwood was ordered to stand trial by ducking, and 

was convicted.  She spent the next eight years in jail.   

 

Perhaps the greatest difference between the outrage culture then and now is that the outrage culture then took 

time to build.  Now, outrage spreads around the world almost instantaneously.   We can become outraged at 

people we don’t even know for 140 characters sent out in a Tweet on Twitter.   

 

About five years ago, Justine Sacco, a successful Public Relations Executive, sent out a joke over Twitter that 

could be interpreted as racist.  Those who knew Sacco, knew that her intent was exactly the opposite.  She 

was pointing out the absurdity of racism.  Sacco then boarded a flight from New York to South Africa.  By 

the time her flight landed, she was the number one subject on Twitter.  People around the world rejoiced that 

Sacco had been fired from her job before she knew she had been fired.   

 

The world has moved on, and forgotten Justine Sacco and Grace Sherwood, but their lives were never the 

same.  The outrage of people who did not know them, who falsely accused them, ruined the rest of their lives.   

 

Certainly there are times that anger and injustice is justified.  There are indeed times when society needs to 

hold people accountable for their actions.  The problem with the outrage culture is that we unleash our rage 

on someone without pausing to even consider that they might not be guilty.   

 

As Christians, we are called stand outside of the outrage culture.  Rage, in general, is not appropriate to the 

kind of people Christ has called us to become.  St. Paul writes, “Put away from you all bitterness and wrath 

and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 

forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.”  (Ephesians 4:31-32)  

 

However, we are called to do something greater than putting away rage.  We are called to understand others.  

Understanding them does not mean that we always have to agree.  It does mean that we need to hear them.  In 

his Spiritual Exercises, St. Ignatius of Loyola says that we must give every statement of another person the 

most positive interpretation possible.  If we cannot find a positive interpretation, we must ask the other person 

for clarification.  What if someone had asked Justine Sacco what she meant with her joke?  What if someone 

had asked Grace Sherwood how she was able to heal people with those plants she was boiling in a pot?  
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St. James instructed us to be, “Quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; for the anger of man does not 

produce the righteousness of God.”   

 

Next time you see someone who is the victim of the outrage culture don’t join in the crowd unleashing its 

rage.  Instead, remember who we, as Christians, are called to be.  Next time someone says or does something 

that offends you, remember the advice of St. Ignatius of Loyola and the instruction of St. Paul and St. James.  

Take the time to hear and understand them.  If you do have a genuine reason to be offended, forgive them, as 

God in Christ has forgiven you.   

 

                                                                 ******************** 
 

Need a visit?   

 

I read, and enjoyed, many of the books in Jan Karon’s Mitford series.  Fr. Timothy was as close to the ideal 

parish priest as Karon could imagine.  He also had several gossips in the church that would let him know 

everything that was happening in Mitford.   

 

Fortunately, St. Peter’s does not have the prolific gossips that populated Fr. Timothy’s parish.  This means 

that Fr. Andy, Deacon Juanita and I do not always know who is in need of a pastoral call or visit.  If you, or 

someone you know needs is in the hospital, or needs a visit or call, please let us know.  There is no need to 

share the full story.  All you need to do is let us know that the person could use a visit, and that person can 

share as much or as little as they wish.   

 

 
 

 

The Importance of Amen 
 

Fr. Andy Cruz Lillegard      

 

                Amen is a Hebrew word, later transliterated into Greek, that bears great significance throughout 

both the Old and New Testaments. In some English translations of the Bible, and in certain contexts, Amen 

might be translated as “verily,” “truly,” or “surely.” This is often the case when Amen is coming to us 

directly from the lips of Jesus, especially in the Gospel according to John (John 3:5; 3:11; 5:25; 8:34; etc.). 

In these instances, Jesus begins a teaching with the words “Amen, amen…” which is often translated as 

“Very truly.” With these words, Jesus is attempting to draw attention to, and indicate the extreme 

significance of whatever teaching immediately follows his Amens. For instance; “Jesus said to them, ‘Very 

[Amen] truly [amen], I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin,’” (John 8:34 NRSV). But lest 

we confuse Jesus’ use of the word Amen with our own, one thing should be made very clear; using “Amen, 

amen…” to preface a statement is better left to Jesus; as it indicates a kind of authority of speaking about 

God and His law which belongs solely to God Himself. That is to say, we are in spiritual danger if we think 

ourselves or others capable of speaking with the authority with which Jesus spoke and taught. The double-

Amens, with which Jesus begins His teachings, and which are a unique feature of His discourse, are His 

prerogative, and not our own. Very truly, I tell you, we mere mortals are better suited for humility than 

authority when it comes to speaking about God.  

However, the balance of the Amens that come to us in Scripture are prescribed for our use, as a kind 

of assent to God’s own authority. In a way, our Amen is intended to be a response to the One who is free to   

                    



3 

 3 
 

begin His own statements with as many Amens as He pleases. And these Amens (the ones that are to come  

from the mouths of God’s faithful people) are most often not translated, but transliterated – Amen is simply 

Amen. It means what it means.                             

   It is our intellectual assent; our agreement; our “Yes!” to God. And that “Yes!” connects us in a 

unique way to every other person God has ever claimed as His own. In Deuteronomy 27:15-26 the phrase 

“And all the people shall say, ‘Amen,’” occurs 12 times. In each of these occurrences, “Amen” is to be the 

people’s agreement to a portion of the Covenant God has established with them. In Deuteronomy 27, the 12 

Amens required of the people are equivalent to initialing each page a document stipulating what constitutes 

a breach of contract, as well as the consequences for such a breech; “And the Levites shall declare to all the 

men of Israel with a loud voice: ‘Cursed be the man who makes a graven or molten image, an abomination 

to the Lord, a thing made by the hands of a craftsman, and sets it up in secret.’ And all the people shall 

answer and say, ‘Amen,’” (Deut 27:14-15 RSV).  

Within the context of our Eucharistic liturgy, there are 14 times in which the people are asked to 

respond with “Amen.” Two more than was commanded of the Israelites, in Deuteronomy.  Of these, 12 

Amens are intended as a corporate affirmation of our faith, and each and every one of them is important to 

our liturgy. The remaining two Amens, commanded of the people in the Eucharist, serve as an individual 

assent or agreement; and yet are nonetheless equally important to our Communion and corporate worship. 

These two Amens are those commanded of the individual each time they receive either of the Eucharistic 

elements - the Body (bread) and the Blood (wine). On pages 338 (Rite I) and 365 (Rite II) of our Book of 

Common Prayer you will notice there are various words that may be spoken by the ministers for distribu-

tion of the Sacrament. The most common being; “The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven” and “The Blood 

of Christ, the cup of salvation.” But regardless of which words the minister speaks while administering the 

Sacrament, the individual receiving our Lord’s Body and Blood enters into Communion by first acknowl-

edging that they agree with the statement the minister has just made, concerning the bread and wine. 

Essentially, the minister says this is Christ’s Body/Blood, and the Communicant responds by agreeing – 

yes, it is - “Amen.” It’s only through this assent and consent of the individual that real Communion is fully 

realized in Christ. It is required of us to acknowledge what we are entering into, when we participate in the 

Eucharist. It is essential that we willing receive the gifts of Christ’s Body and Blood, and that we do so with 

an intent to be in Communion not only with Him but with every other member of His Body. Our 

participation in this Communion is the most important thing any of us will do all week, and therefore it 

should be done with “open eyes” as well as open hearts. It is by our collective and individual “Amen,” – our 

liturgical “Yes!” through and to Christ - that we participate in the kind of Communion that can take an 

infinite number of individuals and unite them in Christ’s one Body. “For all the promises of God find their 

Yes in him. That is why we utter the Amen through him, to the glory of God,” (2 Cor 1:20 RSV). Amen! 

 

Your Servant in Christ,    

 

Fr. Andy  

                                               

  

2 



4 

 4  

4 

 
BELIEVING:   

Prepositions can be very eloquent.  A man is "in" architecture or a woman is "in" teaching, we say, 
meaning that is what they do weekdays and how they make enough money to enjoy themselves 
the rest of the time.  But if we say they are "into" these things, that is another story.  "Into" means 
something more like total immersion.  They live and breathe what they do.  They take it home 
with them nights.  They can't get enough of it.  To be "into" books means that just the sight of a 
signed first edition of Alice in Wonderland sets your heart pounding.  To be "in" books means 
selling them at B. Dalton's 
 

Along similar lines, New Testament Greek speaks of believing "into" rather than believing "in".  In 
English we can perhaps convey the distinction best by using either "in" or no preposition at all. 
 

 

Believing in God is an intellectual position.  It need 
have no more effect on your life than believing in 
Freud's method of interpreting dreams or the 
theory that Sir Francis Bacon wrote Romeo and Juliet. 
 

  

Bel iev ing  God is something else again.  It is less 
a position than a journey, less a realization than a 
relationship.  It doesn't leave you cold like believing the 
world is round.  It stirs your blood like believing the 
world is a miracle.  It affects who you are and what 
you do with your life like believing your house is on fire 
or somebody loves you. 
  
We believe in God when for one reason or another we choose to do so.  We believe God when 
somehow we run into God in a way that by and large leaves us no choice to do otherwise. 
  

When Jesus says that whoever believes "into" him shall never die, he does not mean that to be 
willing to sign your name to the Nicene Creed guarantees eternal life.  Eternal life is not the result 
of believing in.  It is the experience of believing. 
 
 

                                                        From: Whistling in the Dark, A doubter's Dictionary by Frederick Buechner                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                Submitted by Deacon Juanita Smith 
 
   

 

Madam Librar….ians!! 

 

           Sandy Asmus Theresa Lillegard 

     Sandy-Church Librarian 
Theresa -Library Apprentice 

 

 

A library tidbit continues page 5  
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Dear St. Peter's Family, 

I wanted to put a little note of thanks here to tell 
you all how much your continued support for 
our family has meant to us.  During the holiday 
season we received many cards and other 
parcels from many of you.  It was so much fun 
for us to open and read them all and have that 
bit of familiar contact from a community that 
means so much to us.  It is during the holidays, 
particularly, that we tend to think of friends and 
family who are at a distance.  We missed you 
all along with the wonderful things that happen 
at St. Peter's that time of year.  We also know 
that so many of you pray for us regularly and 
keep up with what's going on through our 
newsletter and blog.  Your prayers make a 
difference.  We have certainly felt God's hand 
of blessing upon our time here so far and are 
excited to see what 2019 will bring.  May God 
continue to bless all of you in this new season 
for St. Peter's.  

In Christ,  

John, Rachel, Chayah & Noah 

If you are not on the mailing list to receive our 
newsletter but would like to be, please send 
me an email at millikjr@gmail.com. 

February  

    Birthdays!!! 

2/01  Beth  Gutz,  Nick Evers,  Maya Fritz 

2/03  Gini Chase 

2/04  Barbara Searle 

2/05  Charles Fitzpatrick 

2/06  Cheryl Reeves 

2/08   Danae Brandjord, Jane Jennings, 

          Thomas Schnatterbeck 

2/09   Phoebe Gligorea 

2/10   Kendell Bachman 

2/12   Alicia Thoney 

2/13   Jennifer St. John Claffey 

2/14   Aria Heyneman 

2/15   Ashley Rogers 

2/16   Morris Zempel 

2/17   Ken Heuermann, Wendy Gale 

2/18   Fr. Andy Lillegard 

2/19   Joseph Campbell 

2/20   Dan Stewart 

2/21   Gary McKnight 

2/22   Charles Holloway 

2/24   Carol Bickel,  Sherri Wheelock 

2/26   Larry Sanderson 

                         St. Peter’s Library   

The newest research according to the Washington Post, 

is that people are returning to books rather than Kindles 

and Nooks.  While the use of the library has diminished 

at St. Peter’s since computers came into existence, the 

need for new books, Bible studies and research, remains 

steady. 

Our St. Peter’s library is well known as a nook of its own; 

of peace, comfort, quiet and also a place of social gather-

ings. The Church Library: Preservation of Church Histo-

ry; such as various Editions of the Book of Common 

Prayer, Hymnals, etc. 

mailto:millikjr@gmail.com
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HE:   Holy  Eucharist I 
SS:  Sunday School  
HE:  Holy Eucharist II 
ME: Midweek Eucharist 

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
 
  

       1 
 

AM Prayer 
8:15   

PM Prayer 
4:00  

 
Fr.  Andy’s Day Off 

2 
 
   
 

3 
4 Epiphany 

 
 

7:30  HE I 
CBP 9:00 am 
10:00  HE II  

 

  
 

4 
 
 
 

AM Prayer 
8:15   

PM Prayer  
4:00    

  
 

Fr. RJ’s-Day Off 

5 
 

  HS-10 am  
 
 

 

AM Prayer 
8:15   

PM Prayer 
4:00  

  
    

6 
 

Women’s 
Council  9AM 

 
AM Prayer  

8:15   
PM Prayer  

4:00  
  

7 Bible Study 
8:45  am 

 

     Red Door   
      10-3 pm   
Choir Practice 

5:30 
AM Prayer  

8:15   
PM Prayer  

4:00 

8 

 
 

AM Prayer 
8:15   

PM Prayer 
4:00  

 
 
 

Fr.  Andy’s Day Off 

9 
    

Mug & 
Muffin  

10:00 to 
11:30 a.m. 

 

10 
 

5 Epiphany 
 
 

7:30  HE I 
CBP 9:00 am 
10:00  HE II  

  
  

11 
 
 

AM Prayer 
8:15   

PM Prayer  
4:00    

 
Fr. RJ’s-Day Off 

12    
    HS-10 am  
 

AM Prayer 
8:15  

PM Prayer 
4:00   

   

13 
 
 

AM Prayer  
8:15  

PM Prayer  
4:00   

 

  

14 Bible Study 

  8:45  am       

     Red Door   
      10-3 pm 
Choir Practice 

5:30 
AM Prayer  

8:15   
PM Prayer  

15 
 

AM Prayer 
8:15   

PM Prayer 
4:00  

 
 
 
 
 

Fr.  Andy’s Day Off 

16  
 
   Feb 14th 
Valentine’s 

Day  

17 
 6 Epiphany 

 
7:30  HE I 

CBP 9:00 am 
10:00  HE II 

   

18 
 
 

AM Prayer 
8:15   

PM Prayer  
4:00    

 
Fr. RJ’s-Day Off 

19 
     HS-10 am   
 

AM Prayer 
8:15  

PM Prayer 
4:00   

  

20 
Vestry 5:15PM  

 
AM Prayer  

8:15  
PM Prayer  

4:00   

21  Bible Study 

   8:45  am   

     Red Door   
      10-3 pm 
Choir Practice 

5:30 
AM Prayer  

8:15   
PM Prayer  

22 
 

AM Prayer 
8:15   

PM Prayer 
4:00 

 
 

Fr.  Andy’s Day Off 

 23 

 

  

 

 

 

24 
7 Epiphany 

 
 

 7:30  HE I 
CBP 9:00 am 
10:00  HE II 

25 
 
 

AM Prayer 
8:15   

PM Prayer  
4:00   

 
 

Fr. RJ’s-Day Off 
  

26    
 
   HS-10 am 
 

AM Prayer 
8:15  

PM Prayer 
4:00   

 

27 
 

AM Prayer  
8:15  

PM Prayer  
4:00   

28 Bible Study 

   8:45  am   

     Red Door   
      10-3 pm 
Choir Practice 

5:30 
AM Prayer  

8:15   
PM Prayer  

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HE I-Holy Eucharist 7:30 am  
CBP-Common Book of Prayer study, Sunday 9:00 am 
HE II–Sunday Holy Eucharist  10:00 am 
HS-Healing Service 10:00 am (Tuesdays) in chapel 
AM-Morning Prayer-8:15 am  (M-F) in the chapel  
PM-Evening Prayer -4:00 pm (M-F) in the chapel 
Bible Study on I Peter in the Library 8:45 am 

 
   St. Peter’s Calendar 
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Greeters /Ushers Altar Guild Acolytes   Lay Readers 

February 3 February 3 February 3 February 3 

7:30      Peter Clark  

             Carol Clark   

10:00    Pam Standish 

             John Standish 

             Brandi Bilyeu 

             Chris Bilyeu 

  

 Debbie Ebia 

Karen Ferguson 

DuAnne Diers 

 

Team 1  

  

 

 

 

Ella Bilyeu 

Sydni  Bilyeu 

 7:30     Sandy Asmus 

             Forrest Asmus 
 

10:00    Mike Evers 

             Mary Beth Evers 
 

February 10 February 10 February 10 February 10 
 

 7:30    

10:00  Stan Peddicord 

           Karen Ferguson 

           Cara Nicholls 

           Sarah Mentock  

  

 

Sally LaBore 

Liz Swanson 

Carmen Rideout 

 

 Team 2 

 

 

Nate Haworth 

Ian Gale 

 

7:30    Laura Galloway 

 

10:00  Lynne Outland 

           Shari Peddicord 
 

February 17 February 17 February 17 February 17 
 

7:30      
 

10:00  Frank Smedley 

           Dorothy Goodwin 

           Mary Dailey 

           Anne Vaughan  

  

 

Vesta Gale  

Cara Nicholls 

Tina Mediate 

 

Team 3 

 

 

 
 

 

Maya Fritz 

Isaac Fritz 

 Nate Haworth 

  

7:30    Carol Clark 

            Peter Clark   

 

10:00   Paul Haworth 

            Christina Haworth              

February 24 February 24 February 24 February 24 

7:30    

10:00  Gina  Thoney 

           Mark Thoney 

           Liz Rossa 

           Rick Rossa 

  

      

 Sandy Tharaldson 

Linda St. Clair 

Shari Peddicord 

 

Team 4  

 

Alicia Thoney 

Bailee Mentock 

7:30    Sharon Bedard 

 

10:00  Roberta Thompson 

            Holland Duell 

 

   Phil Dorsch-West View 

 2019 

 For ministry schedule changes contact Juanita Smith  

at  673-4928 or email: rev.juanitadsmith@gmail.com 

February 

                                                                                                                        
      

“So then, just as you have receive Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted 

and built up in him, strengthen in faith as you were  taught,  and overflowing with thankfulness.” 

Colossians 2: 6-7 

mailto:rev.juanitadsmith@gmail.com
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Rector 
Fr. R.J. Johnson 
440-723-1290 
fr.rjjohnson@stpeterssheridan.com 
revrjjohnson@gmail.com 
 
 

Associate Priest 
Fr. Andrew Cruz Lillegard  
608-556-1790 
fr.andy@stpeterssheridan.com  
 
 

Deacon    
Juanita Smith  
307-673-4928   
rev.juanitadsmith@gmail.com 
 
 

Sr. Warden     
Sharon Bedard 
307-655-5761  
skbedard@yahoo.com  
 
 

 Jr. Warden      
 Dane Farman 
 307-672-5399 
danefaman@gmail.com                                                                                       
  

                         
Music Coordinator    
Suzie Hills      
307-763-0525            
suzie.schatz@gmail.com  
 
Pianist/Organist  
Cathy Storm      
307-674-4565  
cstorm@fiberpipe.net 
 
Pianist  
Jeannene McKnight     
307-674-4186 
clarin@qwestoffice.net 
 
Pianist 
Kathy McNickle     
307-752-5745 
kathymcnickle@aol.com 
 

  

  

Parish Administrator     
Gail Boyer    
307-674-7655             
gail@stpeterssheridan.com 
 
Parish Secretary      
Karon Keahey    
307-674-7655            
karon@stpeterssheridan.com 
 
Church Office Hours  
8 a.m.- 2 :15 p.m.    
Monday-Thursday 
307-674-7655 
  
 
 
 
 
  

Staff Contact InformationStaff Contact InformationStaff Contact Information   

mailto:fr.andy@stpeterssheridan.com
mailto:rev.juanitadsmith@gmail.com
mailto:skbedard@yahoo.com

