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1 S. Tschirgi St. 

Sheridan, WY 82801 

September 2021 The Crossed Keys 

Matthew 4:19 

“And he said to them, “‘Follow me and I will make you fish for people.’” 

By Rev. Joel 
 

A vital part of St Peter’s Episcopal Church is its location. The physical plant, sitting on about 1.5 acres, is 
footsteps from Sheridan’s main street. The location and attractiveness of the church, parish hall, memorial 
chapel, and grounds, help it to be recognized as one of the community congregations. However, throughout the 
history of the area, our influence and ministry has had a far-reaching impact on the fabric of the community, and 
the people specifically.   Since its inception in 1887, the church has been a missional congregation sometimes 
unintentionally and at times deliberately.  

The title verse from Matthew is when Jesus called Peter and Andrew to become fishers of people instead of 
fishers for fish.  Through Jesus, these fishermen had their relationship with God transformed in a way that they 
could relate to because they were called to change their daily goal to filling “nets” with people rather than fish.  
Peter and Andrew fished as a vocation; they learned the trade from their father. I doubt they chose that 
profession, it was what they knew, so they went out every day and cast the nets. Their father had to “make” them 
fishermen. It took time to fully understand the maneuvering of the boat, taking care of the nets, and handling the 
catch. Eventually they achieved the status of a Galilean fisherman.  

Jesus approached them with the understanding that they would be in relationship with him so intimately that 
they would be unable to resist following him. In turn Peter and Andrew became disciples and desired to spread 
the Good News. Being a fisher of people would become as natural as breathing because these two disciples loved 
Jesus deeply, and wanted others to know the truth. 

St. Peter’s also has a narrative. Since its beginning it has been a congregation that is called to spread the Gospel 
of Jesus which is exceedingly life giving. The relationship that Jesus desires with us includes a life giving and 
receiving desire to let others know about this Gospel, thus transforming us into “make” people.  Just like the 
involuntary action of breathing, we become disciples who are a source of life for others.  

In the fall of 1887 the Rt. Rev. Ethelbert Talbot visited Sheridan to explore the possibility of an Episcopal 
congregation here. He returned in 1894 to lay the cornerstone for the first St. Peter’s church building, and our 
congregation was formed. Since that first vision cast by Bishop Talbot, the congregation of St. Peter’s has been a 
gathering of Christians who have worshiped and responded to the needs of neighbors.  

An example of our ministry narrative can be seen in our history.  Rev. E. M. Cross - rector of St. Peter’s in 1911 - 
discovered that a “Babies Shelter” was in operation in Sheridan. Mrs. Catherine Washington used her 3-room 
home to mother the friendless, homeless, and deserted babies and women. Because of Rev. Cross’ interaction 
regarding this ministry, and St. Peter’s community support, this shelter started being funded by local 
organizations. This started because of the narrative of a congregation that follows the Gospel, worships God, and 
loved their neighbor. 

Since that Christian action we have been “make” people. We use our physical plant to support and host secular 
activities, to house nonprofits, to welcome the individual who needs a helping hand, and most importantly, be a 
place of worship. 

The future archives will have much to say about us, and our many ministries residing steps from Main 
Street. One thing the archives probably won’t describe is a congregation that “makes” you become a fisher 
of people. A place that since 1887 has been called and lived into its namesake, St. Peter, a fisher of people.  
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The Library Corner 

By Sandy Chapman 

I am on the lookout for readers!   

Sandy Asmus and Teresa Cruz Lillegard spent a lot of time removing unused and outdated 

book from the library leaving room for newer, more contemporary books.  These include 

Bishop Curry’s Love is the Way; Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times.  We’ve also added new 

children’s books.  All the newest books can be found on the bookshelves in the Parish Hall or 

displayed in the Library.   

Many books are donated to The Red Door.  Sometimes these books are added to our library.  

When you check out a book, please put the date you are checking it out on the card, and on the 

“due date” in the book.  Then leave the card in the box on the Librarian’s desk.   

Happy Reading! 

 

 

You are cordially invited  

to celebrate the  

Installation of Reverend Joel as Rector of St. Peter’s. 
 

~ Sunday, September 26, 2021 ~ 9:00 a.m. ~ Sanctuary ~ 
 

This will be a grand celebration for the body of the church  

and our ministry in Sheridan! 
 

Reception following in the Parish Hall. 
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Vestry Minute 

I was asked recently, “What is a Senior Warden?” The 

Senior Warden is the secular head of the vestry and, 

in the case of St. Peter’s, responsible for stewardship. 

Consequently, the past year I have thought a lot 

about what stewardship means. The most obvious 

form of stewardship is the individual’s monetary 

support of St. Peter’s which pays for our building, 

grounds, and ministry. Not only are we stewards of 

our church home, but we are also stewards of St. 

Peter’s place and reputation in the community and 

diocese. I have watched this latter stewardship grow 

and blossom this past year as St. Peter’s remerges as 

the community church in the heart of Sheridan. 

I am not responsible for this renaissance; you are by 

what you do. You do it by making your annual 

pledge, by donating to the new protective coverings 

over the stained-glass windows, by serving on the 

altar guild, on the vestry, and the outreach committee 

etc. You practice stewardship in the community by 

serving on the boards of Habitat for Humanity and 

Food Group. At the diocesan level you serve on the 

diocesan council, Standing Committee and 

Foundation for the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming. 

Stewardship is your way to express love for God and 

your neighbors by using your money, time and talents 

in the church, in Sheridan and in the Diocese of 

Wyoming. 

As the Senior Warden, I am asking you to keep the 

renaissance at St. Peter’s going by increasing your 

stewardship in as many ways that you can. 

My term on the vestry and diocesan Standing 

Committee both end this year. These are two 

excellent ways to increase your stewardship. If you 

are interested in being on the vestry or need more 

information about the Standing Committee, contact 

me. 

 

God Bless you all, 

Peter Clark, Senior Warden  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

We have had an ongoing ministry to our 

church providing blessed shawls, lap throws, 

and prayer squares for those have need of a 

“hug.”  Lack of knitters/crocheters and COVID, 

brought this to a halt.  We’d liked to get this 

up and running again.   

With cooler weather coming, would you help 

us replenish our supply of shawls, throws, and 

prayer squares for our body?  We have acrylic 

yarns of all colors, needles, and patterns.  We 

need your labor and prayers, please.   

To help out, please contact  

Gail Boyer (307.674.7655) or  

Roberta Thompson (307.751.8894). 

Women’s Ministry  

Appreciation Lunch 

Saturday, October 2, 2021 

10:00– noon ~ Church Parish Hall 

Are you involved in a ministry at St Peter’s: 

The Red Door, Altar Guild, Outreach Com-

mittee, Choir, Bazaar, Women’s Council, 

Vestry, Diaper Ministry, Food Panty, etc.?  

You’re invited to the Appreciation Brunch 

to thank you for your time and labors.  

An RSVP to the church office (674-7655) 

would be greatly appreciated.   

We look forward to seeing you! 
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No Coincidence 

The last few months have been momentous for me. On May 22 I was ordained into the Priesthood. 

The following day, Pentecost, I participated with Bishop Chandler as he led us through a wonderful 

Confirmation and Eucharist.  On June 5 I graduated from the Wyoming Iona School.  

Since I started on the journey towards ordination three years ago, my St. Peter’s Family has offered 

me kind words of support and encouragement. Thank you for supporting me in my call and being 

present (in person, virtually or in spirit) at my ordination. One question I am asked from time to time 

now that I am ordained, is, “Will you be leaving St. Peter’s?” The answer is, “No.” Mary Beth and I are 

not going anywhere!  St. Peter’s is our home, and we 

love serving here.  

On the day I was ordained I got up early to study. As I 

was reading 1 Samuel 10, verses 6 and 7 jumped out 

at me.  The fact this text was in front of me on my 

ordination day, affirmed my calling and decision to 

become a priest.  The fact that this passage was in 

front of me on that particular day was no 

coincidence. C.S. Lewis wrote, “for a Christian, there 

are, strictly speaking no chances. A secret master of 

ceremonies has been at work. Christ, who said to the disciples, "Ye have not chosen me, but I have 

chosen you."  

When I showed this text to Joel—that it came up on the day of my ordination—he responded, “God is 

good all the time!” That is certainly true. God is good! 

Thank you again to each of you who were with me at my ordination and thank you to all the hands 

and minds of those who helped with the service and reception. It was truly “a family affair.” I have 

truly felt the loving support of my whole family. I am forever grateful to all of you. 

God Bless You. 

Rev. Mike   

Mid-week Bible Study 

Beginning Wednesday, October 6  

1:30 to 3:00 p.m. 

Join Rev. Joel to study and discuss the 

Scripture readings for the upcoming 

Sunday.  Please come to the Parish Hall to 

ponder passages from God’s Word 

together. 

Saturday, October 9  

 10:00 to noon 

“Safeguarding God’s Church”  

Training in the Parish Hall. 

This is REQUIRED  

for all with church keys. 
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Community Diaper Bank 

Thursdays, from 11 am—1 pm 

Diapers are free to all families in need.  

 

Please help get the word out! 

The Diaper Bank accepts donations of 

diapers, wipes, and money for 

purchasing items. Items may also be 

dropped off during office hours. 

Juanita’s Word 
 

The following excerpt from An Extravagant Mercy seeks to help us understand a potentially 

frightening passage of Scripture.  But Matthew 7:21 is not so terrifying when we look deeper into it. 

What God in Christ is asking of us is not a strict religious life full of do's and don'ts.  Rather, what is 

being offered is a deep, abiding relationship full of love and grace.  ~Juanita 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

"Not everyone who says to me Lord, Lord, shall enter the kingdom of heaven but he who does 

the will of my father who is in heaven."  Matthew 7:21 

If this were all Jesus had said, it would provide what we expected from him.  We expect him to say 

that it is not enough to call ourselves followers of Christ.  The real issue is what we are doing.  Yet 

as we read on in the text we discover that Jesus also rejects those who are doing some pretty 

impressive things; "Many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast 

out demons in your name, and do many deeds of power in your name?'  And I will declare to them, 

'I never knew you; go away from me, you evildoers.'" 
 

If it isn't what we say, and it isn't what we do, then what is the criterion for entering the 

kingdom?  Apparently, the people who enter the kingdom are those whom Jesus knows. 

Living as a Christian is not a matter of what you do or say, but of what God has done.  In Jesus, he 

has come to know you.  The Pharisees knew tons of theology and they did all they could to be 

righteous, but they rejected Jesus because he claimed to embody God's gift of a relationship.  It is 

possible to hide behind our religion as a way of avoiding a personal encounter with God, who 

wants most of all just to know us.  Never settle for just knowing about God, when it is possible 

actually to know God.  ~M. Craig Barnes, An Extravagant Mercy 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

“Feste Fantini” Concert 

Sunday, October 24, 2021 ~ 3:00 p.m. 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
 

Presented by Trinkle Brass Works ~ An ensemble with the organ, brass, 

and timpani playing a classical work. 

Sponsored and supported through the generosity of local patrons and 

by grants from the Wyoming Arts Council, the National Endowment for 

the Arts, the Koons Memorial Fund, and many more.  

~ More information is available at www.trinklebrassworks.org ~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Healing Service with Communion 

Every Tuesday ~ 12:10 p.m. ~ The Chapel 
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Date Event Time Location 

Sunday, 

September 26 

Celebration of Ministry 

Rev. Joel’s Installation as Rector 

9:00 a.m. 

 

Sanctuary 

 

Saturday, 

October 2 

Women’s Appreciation Brunch 

RSVP to Church Office 

10:00-noon Parish Hall 

 

Wednesday, 

October 6 

Women’s Council Meeting 9:00 a.m. Parish Hall 

Wednesdays starting 

October 6 

Bible Study 

For all parishioners. 

1:30-3:00 p.m. Parish Hall 

October 6 St. Francis Day Blessing 

Bring your pet for a blessing! 

5:00-6:00 p.m. 

Drop-by 

Yard at the flagpole 

Saturday, 

October 9 

Safeguarding God’s House 

Training REQUIRED for all with 

10:00-noon Parish Hall 

Wednesday, 

October 20 

Vestry Meeting 5:30 p.m. Parish Hall 

Sunday, 

October 24 

Feste Fantini Concert 

Free! 

3:00 p.m. Sanctuary 

Friday & Saturday 

November 19 & 20 

Holiday Bazaar 4:00-8:00 Fri. 

8:00-2:00 Sat. 

Parish Hall 

Upcoming Events 

The Summer Day 

 By Mary Oliver 
 

Who made the world? 

Who made the swan, and the black bear? 

Who made the grasshopper? 

This grasshopper, I mean -- 

the one who has flung herself out of the grass, 

the one who is eating sugar out of my hand, 

who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of up and down-- 

who is grazing around with her enormous and complicated eyes. 

Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly washes her face. 

Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away. 

I don't know exactly what a prayer is. 

I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down 

into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass, 

how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through the fields, 

which is what I have been doing all day. 

Tell me, what else should I have done? 

Doesn't everything die at last, and too soon? 

Tell me, what is it you plan to do 

with your one wild and precious life? 
St. Peter’s Recent Convert! 
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Priest in Charge   
Rev. Joel Dingman  

 joel@stpeterssheridan.com     
307.670.0072 

 
Deacon 

Rev. Juanita Smith-Eisenach  
rev.juanitadsmith@gmail.com    

307.673.4928 
 

Reverend 
Rev. Michael Evers 

mike@stpeterssheridan.com  
307.763.0746 

 
Senior Warden  

Peter Clark 
bondo@wavecom.net 

307. 751.3173 
 

Junior Warden  
Rick Badgett 

rick.badgett@bresnan.net 
307.752.7776 

 
  Music Ministry Coordinator 

 Suzie Hills  
 suzie.schatz@gmail.com   

307.763.0525 
 

Jeannene McKnight - Pianist   
clarin1918@gmail.com   

307.674.4186  
 

Kathy McNickle - Pianist  
kathymcnickle@aol.com   

307.752.5745   
 

Loretta Tonak - Organist/Pianist  
 tonak@wavecom.net  

307.751.4977 
 

Cathy Storm - Organist/Pianist   
 cstorm@fiberpipe.net  

 307. 674.4565 
 

Gail Boyer - Parish Administrator    
gail@stpeterssheridan.com  

307.674.7655   
 

Alisa Saur - Administrative Assistant 
alisa@stpeterssheridan.com  

 Vestry members  

are available to you for questions or inquiries. 

 

2021 Convention     

 October 29, 30, 31 ~  Jackson Hole, WY 

    Delegates    Alternates 

    Peter Clark          Carol Clark    

    Tracy Swanson         Laura Galloway 

    DuAnne Diers         Sarah Mentock 

Vestry Members  2021 

1. Clark, Peter  - Sr. Warden bondo@wavecom.net 

2. Badgett, Rick - Jr. Warden rick.badgett@bresnan.net 

3. Baker, Bridgette bridgettebakerwy@gmail.com  

4. Bishop Michelena, Lacasa lacasamichelena@gmail.com 

5. Galloway, Laura lcg@fiberpipe.net 

6. Hills, Suzie suzie.schatz@gmail.com 

7. Nicolarsen, Karen nicokada@fiberpipe.net 

8. Schnatterbeck, Thomas thomasschnatterbeck@gmail.com 

9. St. Clair, Roger rstclair@surfwyo.net 

10. Swanson, Tracy TSwanson@dadco.com 

11. Thoney, Mark mark@thoney.net 

12. Wells, Lisa lisamilner0107@gmail.com 

St. Peter’s Contacts Information 

Church Office Hours:  
9:00 am – 3:00 pm  (Mon-Thurs)   

10:15-noon (Fridays) 

mailto:joel@stpeterssheridan.com
mailto:rev.juanitadsmith@gmail.com
mailto:suzie.schatz@gmail.com
mailto:clarin@qwestoffice.net
mailto:tonak@wavecom.net
mailto:CSTORM@fiberpipe.net
mailto:lcg@fiberpipe.net
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St. Peter’s  
Episcopal Church 

 
 

    1 South Tschirgi Street, Sheridan WY 82801 

   Phone: 307-674-7655  

   Email: stpeterssheridan@gmail.com 

Join Us on Facebook!  
Website: https://www.facebook.com/stpeterssheridan 

  Visit our website at: www.stpeterssheridan.com 
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