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Rector’s Writings

The Ultimate Match
Rev. Joel Dingman
Genesis 2:18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone;
I will make him a helper as his partner.”
In the midst of creating the world God knew that humans needed more. God sensed that Adam was not complete
without a human relationship. Adam needed a companion to walk through the garden with, to share hopes and
dreams and grow together. The creation story is an early sign of God’s love for us. God so loved Adam that he knew
Adam would desire a relationship with another human, so God created a woman for Adam. They came to know each
other, growing together in the kingdom that God had created.
For now I would like to focus on the human connection that God created in Adam and Eve. This couple learned to
trust each other, even to the point of believing they could hide from God. Since then people hide from God, trusting
in human relationships to meet the needs of their existence. God’s love persisted, and through prophets and angels
God would try to reestablish broken relationships with himself. However, we would persist in relying and trusting an
earthly relationship over one with God.
Fortunately God’s love persisted, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that every one who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life,” John 3:16. This only begotten Son of God was sent to
redeem us and to show us that God strives to be in relationship with us. “The world” can be an enormous place. In
this context I believe John is telling us that the world is all individuals. God so loves the world that he gave his only
son for me and for you. “Me and you” creates a personal relationship opening; an opportunity to understand the
enormity of the love God has for us. Jesus is the ultimate example of love. No longer was God’s word delivered
through prophets; the word was made flesh in Christ Jesus.
Nancy Jo and I, early in our dating relationship, would play matchmaker for various friends. We found it rewarding
to put two people together who we knew would make a perfect couple. In our crude way we would create ways for
friends to “happen” to be at an event or gathering at the same time. One or both of us would then use the
opportunity to assist the two people in becoming acquainted. Jesus gives us the example of the perfect matchmaker.
We are all made in the image of God, and we know the love of God. For some reason we rebel against that love
and—like Adam and Eve—believe we can hide from God. This is where the human connection of loving one
another as Christ loves us is critical.
We are called to be matchmakers for all creation, to help our neighbors understand and see the love of God. The
common phrase, “a match made in heaven,” is about a human to human relationship. Truly a match made in heaven
is the relationship between God and us. We are called to be matchmakers for others and God, following the example
of Christ. By thought, word, and deed, we are the matchmakers of the world. Jesus commissions the disciples in
Matthew 28:19 to “go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit.” We are to be active in matchmaking, going to others so they too can understand and feel the enormous
love of God.
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The Library Corner
By Sandy Chapman & Alisa Saur

Do you find that you want to get away from the world for awhile? Forget about war, and who slapped
whom and why? Our library has a great selection of Christian fiction books. Among them we have the
entire collection of Jan Karon's Mitford series about a small town, its Episcopal Rector, and all of the
loveable residents. Ms. Karon’s writing weaves stories of Father Tim’s life as he works with his
parishioners and has adventures of all sorts. We have just added Francine River’s, Redeeming Love, which
tells the story of the biblical book of Hosea through a story set in the Goldrush Era. Another new fiction
book is Beth Moore’s, The Undoing of St. Silvanus. This book is a great story of a daughter being reunited
with a grandmother while uncovering the mystery surrounding her father’s death. The fiction books are
located on the far right side of the north wall in the library.
Just a gentle reminder to return books to the library that you have finished reading. Consider putting
them in your car now, so they are ready to be returned when you come to church!
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Healing Service with Communion ~ Tuesdays at 12:10 p.m. ~ The Chapel
Healing prayers for all areas of your life.

Choose Joy Bible Study: What the Women Saw
Friday, April 22

Saturday, April 23

5:30 pm Gather in St. Peter’s Parish Hall

9:00 am Gather at The Barn in Bighorn

8:00 pm Closing prayer

1:50 pm Closing prayer

Ladies, it’s time to nurture your spirit and heart! Treat yourself with a little quality time
blessed by the Holy Spirit. Every good and perfect gift is from our Father above. (James
1:17) Remember self-care is not selfish. Sometimes the most productive thing we can
do is to stop being productive and enjoy the world God created and our time here in it.
Bring friend if you wish, and let’s celebrate our life in Christ together.
Registration will end April 12. Call the church office to register (674.7655).
Contact Juanita Smith with questions (751.6250).

Juanita’s Word
“Will Easter continue to be just one day? Or will it become the heartbeat of our lives?”
I’m not sure where I found these questions, but I have them written on a sticky note placed on my
computer. I see these questions almost every day. They remind me that I am, at heart, an Easter person
year around. I love grace, redemption, and new beginnings. Easter comes with the promise of new life. So,
while you are still in that reflective mode of thinking that comes with Lent, take time to ponder:
What has God been making new over the past year?
What new life has God brought into your life within the last year?
Because of the Lord’s great love, we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every
morning: great is your faithfulness. ~ Lamentations 3:22-23
“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give
you a heart of flesh.” ~ Ezekiel 36:26
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
~ 2 Corinthians 5:17
Since, then, we do not have the excuse of ignorance, everything – and I do mean everything – connected
with that old way of life has to go. It’s rotten through and through. Get rid of it! And then take on an
entirely new way of life – a God-fashioned life, a life renewed from the inside and working itself into your
conduct as God accurately reproduces his character in you. ~ Ephesians 4:22
He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” ~ Revelation 21:5
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

~ Juanita
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Priest Ponders

Forgive As You’ve Been Forgiven
Rev. Mike Evers
Luke 23:34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”
My ethnic background traces back to Eastern Europe, Croatia to be specific. One of the character traits of my ethnicity
is tribalism, which is manifested in grudge-holding, and a distinct inability to forgive. When one is raised in an
environment where holding a grudge is taught at an early age, the idea of forgiveness is foreign. We don’t forgive and we
certainly don’t forget. It has taken me most of my life to realize my resentments, and the resentment of my people, only
harms us not the people that impugned us.
Of the teachings of Jesus, forgiveness may be the most difficult for me to follow, but the tenet of forgiveness is a
dominant theme of Jesus’ ministry. It’s what he directs us to do. Forgiveness is reflected in the “Lord’s Prayer,” “Forgive
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us,” Matt 6:12. In the parable of the “Unforgiving Servant,” Jesus
stresses to us that we must forgive multiple times, “I tell you, you must forgive more than seven times. You must
continue to forgive them even if they do wrong seventy-seven times.”
Jesus forgiving his crucifiers shows us that any act can be forgiven, and Jesus is the ultimate example of forgiveness.
However, when we believe we have been harmed, forgiveness is often the last thing we think of. Our first thoughts are
toward revenge and payback. We seem to want to carry our resentment around with us like a cruet of poison. We carry
the poison with us in case we meet someone who we perceived has harmed us so we can unleash revenge on them.
Unfortunately, when we carry poison the poison spills on us and into our lives. We know we should forgive, but we have
trouble. Just like the older brother in the parable of the “Prodigal Son” can’t forgive his younger brother, we enjoy
wallowing in our resentment. We like being the victim; it’s so much easier than being the forgiver. “Father forgive them.”

I think of the story of family members of the 9 parishioners of the Emmanuel AME Church in Charleston SC, gunned
down by a troubled 21-year-old in 2015. The family members, embodying Jesus, forgave. Perhaps the most poignant
speech of forgiveness was given by the sister of one the victims, DePayne Doctor, as she addressed the young man at his
bond hearing:
“That was my sister, and I’d like to thank you on behalf of my family for

not allowing hate to win. For me, I’m a work in progress. And I
acknowledge that I am very angry. But one thing that DePayne always
enjoined in our family … is she taught me that we are the family that
love built. We have no room for hating, so we have to forgive. I pray
God on your soul.”
As we enter into Palm Sunday and Holy Week, let us remember that love is stronger than hate.
As Jesus reminds us in Matthew 6:14-15, “Yes, if you forgive others for the wrongs they do to you, then your Father in
heaven will also forgive your wrongs. But if you don’t forgive others, then your Father in heaven
will not forgive the wrongs you do.” We all need forgiveness. But we must forgive before we are
forgiven. Let us follow Jesus’ example. We cannot do it without His help. Remember, you have to
be intentional about forgiveness. Do like our Savior did: Call on our Father for help.
“I can do all things through him who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13
Amen.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION March 2022

Mid-week Bible Study

OPERATING INCOME

Wednesdays

OPERATING EXPENSES

$ 15,745.00

31,436.85

DIFFERENCE

$ -15,691.85

OUTREACH IN MARCH

$ 4,612,31

LifeLink, Bus ride coupons
Women's Ministries, 10%
share for Foundation Grant to
Food Group, Lodging
Compassion International

Issued: 12 gas cards & 5 food cards
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1:30 to 3:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall
Sunday Morning Bible study at 9:00 a.m. in the
Library
Join Rev. Joel & fellow parishioners in studying and
discussing the
Scripture readings for
the upcoming Sunday.
Join us to ponder
passages from God’s
Word together.

Vestry Minute
Change is Constant
by Mark Thoney
Change. A simple word that has most likely evoked an initial reaction just by reading it. For some, change
is exciting. As the seasons change and spring begins to tease its arrival, some people have begun planning
this year’s garden and wondering what bounty it may yield. For high school seniors, change in the coming
months represents a new and exciting chapter in their lives. Others may be welcoming changes to their
family with the arrival of little ones or expansion of family in the form of new relationships.
However, change can also be troublesome for many. Fear and concern about things happening today or
that may happen can make one resistant to change. For those happy with yesterday, changes today can
be difficult. Thus, it is only natural to ask, “Why change something that is working?”
I wrestle with this question personally even though I embrace and thrive on change professionally. As a
software developer, change is constant and rapid. Technologies, tools, and problems change from day to
day. In fact, the absence of change for any extended period is concerning. Not learning something new
often means I am falling behind or lacking knowledge that could be critical to solving the next problem.
Yet, in my personal life, I tend to be a late adopter of technology and avoid changing anything that is
working.
This personal contradiction was recently pointed out to me by a good friend, and it got me thinking: Is it
ok that I resist change personally to feel comfortable, while professionally, I welcome and encourage
change in order to grow? In short, no. As the Greek philosopher Heraclitus said, “change is the only
constant in life.” We can, and should, thank God for that. God created the world to change. Earth, water,
wind, and fire continually change our world. God created us to change. We change physically and
mentally throughout our lives. He desires a relationship with us that encourages and welcomes changes.
Ideally, our personal relationship with Christ changes many times as we learn to grow closer to Him.
Therefore, we need to continue to welcome and embrace change in all areas of our life. God did not build
us to resist change, He designed us to change.
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Upcoming Events
Date
Each Wednesday

Event

Time

Bible Study

Location

1:30-3:00 p.m.

Parish Hall

9:00-9:45 a.m.

Library

For all parishioners.
Each Sunday

Bible Study
For all parishioners

Wednesdays

Stations of the Cross

5:00 p.m.

Sanctuary

through Lent

Soup Supper & Pilgrimage

5:30 p.m.

Parish Hall

Wednesday, April 13

Men’s Breakfast

6:30-7:30 a.m.

Parish Hall

Sunday, April 17

Birney Church Service

3:00 p.m.

The Church in Birney, Montana

Friday, April 22

Women’s Retreat

5:30-8:00 p.m.

Parish Hall

9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

The Barn in Big Horn

9:00 a.m.

Parish Hall

Saturday, April 23
Wednesday, May 4

Women’s Council Meeting

Community Diaper Bank
Thursdays
11 am—1 pm

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrow; yet
we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.

Diapers are free to all families in need.
The Diaper Bank accepts donations of diapers,
wipes, and money for purchasing items.

But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed
for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that
brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.
And being found in human form, he
humbled himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even
death on a cross.
Therefore God has highly exalted
him and bestowed on him the name
that is above every name, so that at
the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.
~ Isaiah 53: 4-5 &
Philippians 2:8-11
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St. Peter’s Contacts
Rector
Rev. Joel Dingman
joel@stpeterssheridan.com
307.670.0072
Deacon
Rev. Juanita Smith-Eisenach
rev.juanitadsmith@gmail.com
307.673.4928
Priest
Rev. Michael Evers
mike@stpeterssheridan.com
307.763.0746
Senior Warden
Mark Thoney
mark@thoney.net
307.673.0204
Junior Warden
Lacasa Bishop Michelena
lacasamichelena@gmail.com
Music Ministry Coordinator
Suzie Hills
suzie.schatz@gmail.com
307.763.0525
Jeannene McKnight - Pianist
clarin1918@gmail.com
307.674.4186
Kathy McNickle - Pianist
kathymcnickle@aol.com
307.752.5745
Loretta Tonak - Organist/Pianist
tonak@wavecom.net
307.751.4977
Cathy Storm - Organist/Pianist
cstorm@fiberpipe.net
307. 674.4565
Gail Boyer - Parish Administrator
gail@stpeterssheridan.com
307.674.7655
Alisa Saur - Administrative Assistant
alisa@stpeterssheridan.com
307.674.7655

Vestry 2022

Contact Information

1 Thoney, Mark
Sr. Warden

mark@thoney.net

2 Bishop Michelena,
Lacasa
Jr. Warden

lacasamichelena@gmail.com

3 Exon, Duffy

mudlark369@yahoo.com

4 Farman, Dane

danefaman@gmail.com
(note: there is intentionally no “r”)

5 Galloway, Laura

lcgalloway71@gmail.com

6 Hills, Suzie

suzie.schatz@gmail.com

7 Nicolarsen, Karen

nicokada@fiberpipe.net

8 Rossa, Liz

rossa@bresnan.net

9 Schnatterbeck,
Thomas

thomasschatterbeck@gmail.com

10 St. Clair, Roger

rstclair@surfwyo.net

11 VanDyke, Jacee

jacee.vandyke@gmail.com

12 Wells, Lisa

lisamilner0107@gmail.com

Vestry members
are available to you for
questions or inquiries.
Church Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday
9:00 am - 4:00 pm
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St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church
1 South Tschirgi Street, Sheridan WY 82801
Phone: 307-674-7655
Email: stpeterssheridan@gmail.com
Join Us on YouTube!
The link is on the front page of the website:
www.stpeterssheridan.com

