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Rector’s Writings

Everything Has Its Time
By Rev. Joel Dingman

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: I know that there is nothing better for them
than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as they live;
moreover, it is God’s gift that all should eat and drink and take pleasure in all their toil. ~ Ecclesiastes 3:1,12-13

There is much joy throughout the entire calendar year. All the holidays, special events and activities for every
season. The seasons of spring and summer create a special atmosphere - the anticipation of “nothing better for them than
to be happy and enjoy ourselves.” Planning and taking summer vacations are important aspects of a vital and healthy
existence because rest and fun are God’s gifts to us.
When I was 10-years-old, I distinctly remember a family summer vacation to the Black Hills of South Dakota.
The day before our departure my mom determined I needed a new pair of shoes. I protested that new shoes would be a
detriment to my outdoor activities, and continued to protest on the drive into town. But Mom would not relent. I was
drug into the shoe store with Mom’s Thor-like grip with my left ear between her thumb and forefinger. Twenty minutes
later we left the store, and I had a box of Penny Loafers under my arm. Now we were ready to go on vacation.
We spent three uneventful days in the Black Hills, marveled at Mt. Rushmore, saw some snakes and alligators,
then left for a drive across Nebraska to visit relatives in Omaha. We drove as far as Taylor, and spent the night at a
luxurious motel. In the process of unloading the car, mom instructed me to grab my shoes because the restaurant required
socks and shoes. Following supper we walked to the motel and the six of us prepared for bed. Being a middle child I was
blessed with not sharing a bed with a sibling. Instead I found a cozy space on the floor between one of the beds and a
paneled wall. I placed my shoes and socks under the bed beside me.
The following morning was the normal frenzy of loading the car and assuming our places in the backseat. As we
pulled out onto the highway my dad spun around, looked us in the eye, and asked, “Did you get everything out of the
room?” (I believe dads were in a lot better shape fifty years ago because my dad could drive down the road, turn almost
completely around, and look at us in the back seat, almost defying the laws of physics.) We all confirmed that we had our
worldly possessions and nothing was left. Dad gave me a second look and said something like, “Hmmm.”
Upon arrival at our destination in Omaha there were the usual greetings exchanged between aunts, uncles, and
cousins. Things quickly settled down and we were shown the house and our sleeping arrangements. Following lunch, we
planned to go to the Omaha Mall. For some reason this required bathing in the middle of week.
In the middle of my shower something started gnawing at the pit of my stomach. Then it hit me, “My shoes!”
They were still under the bed at the motel in Taylor! I established the perfect solution, I would go barefoot to the Omaha
Mall. As we all gathered in the front yard to begin the boarding process, my mom asked, “Where are your shoes?” I
proudly replied, “I will go barefoot.” After all I had been to three sheep-shearings, a county fair, and a hay ride all
barefoot. Certainly I could go barefoot to a mall.
My solution to the missing shoes fell apart when my left ear was again used to persuade me to follow my mom
into the house and put on my shoes. The gig was up and confession began. As the news spread outside that I had lost my
new shoes, the earth stopped spinning and a dark cloud fell over the world.
The initial punishment for my mortal sin of forgetfulness was that I would not be going to the Omaha Mall.
Shucks! Arrangements were made with the motel to secure shipment of my new shoes. They arrived a day and a half later
in Omaha, no worse for the wear, and they had washed my socks.
Enjoy planning and taking summer vacations, always remembering to keep your shoes with you, because you
can’t go to the Omaha Mall without them!
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Juanita’s Word
What the Women Saw: Choose Joy Women’s Retreat
by Rev. Juanita Smith
This year’s women’s retreat was like no other we have held in the past. It was full of changes and Plan B,
C, and D. And despite covid and weather issues we succeeded in fulfilling one of our two main themes,
“Choose Joy.” Henri Nouwen said, “Joy does not simply happen to us. We have to choose joy and keep
choosing it every day.” And that is what we did. Joy abounded in our worship music, the study series, the great
flow of conversations and discussions, and the beauty of our table settings. This happened because the women
who came made a choice to seek joy. Compassion, encouragement, and respect flowed from the hearts of these
women and showed in speech and actions, with just the perfect touch of humor.
The other theme was ‘What the Women Saw,’ the thought-provoking video series we enjoyed. We saw the
love of God for us as we looked deeper into the lives of the women in Christ’s life and His love for them. Most
powerful and profound insights were discovered and explored.
When asked to share their thoughts, this is what some of the women wrote:
“It’s so faith-building to have the time to study and discuss with other women, and develop relationships
with other women I knew and new friends.”
“We are more influential and stronger than we realize.”
“Mary Magdalene inspires me to serve Christ through service to others in the small things. Mary inspires
me to surrender . . . and commit to guided, active faith, (with confidence in God’s ability).
“I love meeting other women and studying God’s word.”

I cannot express enough gratitude for all the women who helped with every detail, large and small. So
many, many women stepped up and stepped in to help, from beginning the planning stage to washing the last
dish and vacuuming the floor, and the creative ideas throughout. The list of names is far too long to mention,
but these women are the ones that seek joy in doing small acts of great love. God will richly bless every one of
you.
The ladies learning a new song at the Retreat last month.
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If you missed the Women’s Retreat in April, then join us for

Mug & Muffin
Saturday, May 14
10:00-11:30 a.m. ~ Parish Hall
A morning of fellowship & Bible study for women.
We’ll be watching & discussing the final lesson from Sheila Walsh’s study, “Longing for God.”
Contact Sandy Chapman or Rev. Juanita for further information.

The ladies at the retreat had time to share and discuss what they were learning.

Alisa’s Alcove

Near to the Brokenhearted
by Alisa Saur
The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit.
Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers him out of them all.
~ Psalm 34:18-19
Lately I’ve had the phrase, “near to the brokenhearted,” in my mind. There is much over which to be brokenhearted in
our world. Likely you have situations in your life and around you that are breaking your heart. You mayn’t even need to
consider international events to feel heavy of heart. Recently for me it’s a friend’s complications from surgery and a surprise
flight to the Mayo Clinic; a local pastor’s heart surgery and I’m caring for their foster child; and then a tragic death of a friend
from a church family of twenty years.
Over the past few years, I’ve come to understand that it is okay to be brokenhearted. God is near. And we can sense
God’s presence with us in a deeper way when we are crushed in spirit. When we know we lack energy to take another step on
our own; when we feel overwhelmed by the difficulties around us and there is nothing else we can do, we must reach out to
our heavenly Father. Psalm 34:18-19 states that the LORD is near to us then, and he will deliver us out of our afflictions.
We don’t know how he will deliver us, but we have assurance he will do so. In the interim, I sing praise and worship to God, I
call out to him aloud, and consider my blessings. Notice in the two verses from Psalm 34, that it is the LORD who takes the
action on our behalf: he is near to us and he will deliver us. Are you actively receiving God’s action towards you? Are you
reaching out to your heavenly Father? Perhaps you need support from a friend, priest, or trained counselor. It is important to
reach out to people as well and ask for prayer. It makes a difference. Never forget that the LORD is near to the
brokenhearted.

Compassion Sunday
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“And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.”
– Matthew 18.5 (NIV)

Community Diaper Bank
Thursdays
11 am—1 pm
Diapers are free to all families in need.
The Diaper Bank accepts donations of
diapers, wipes, and money for
purchasing items.
Items may also be dropped off during
office hours.

For nearly 20 years members of St. Peter’s, and our church, have
sponsored children in the world’s poorest countries through
Compassion International. These sponsorships provide support to
children trapped in the cycle of poverty by sharing the Gospel,
providing educational, nutritional and medical support one child at
a time.
For more information on the work of Compassion, you can go on
their website at Compassioninternational.com.
Please join us on Sunday, May 15 to learn more about the work of
Compassion International,
and see if you feel spirit-led to “adopt” a child.

Priest Ponders

Bible Study Resources
Rev. Mike Evers
Thanks to all of you who have provided me with prayers, encouragement, and meals after my hip replacement
surgery two weeks ago. I’m making good progress, and will be back on my regular schedule soon. Mary Beth and I are so
grateful for our community at St. Peter’s for your friendship, prayers, and well-wishes.

The snowy weather last weekend didn’t curtail the enthusiasm for the women’s retreat Friday and Saturday. Every
lady in attendance that I talked to had a fulfilling time of fellowship, study, and growth.
One item I would like to discuss is the video study content available from RightNow Media. The content that was
presented at the Women’s Retreat was provided by RightNow Media. St. Peter’s has membership with RightNow
Media, which means that anyone who is a member of St. Peter’s can access RightNow Media by clicking here. You will
then be asked to set up a profile, which includes providing your email and a password. Once you have established your
profile, you can begin to browse the RightNow Media catalogue, which is extensive. Your access to RightNow Media is
entirely free. There is material for any age group, and covers a wide variety of interests, including:
Kids and Young Adult,
Men’s Studies,
Small Groups,
Women’s Studies,
Couples and Marriage,
Parenting,
Books of the Bible and
Theology, to name just a few of the many topics.
Intentional study is far more productive and impactful than just picking up the Bible for random reading. As we travel
through God’s Word, it helps to have a guide. All the RightNow Media study leaders are good. Please give it a try.
If you have trouble accessing the site, setting up your profile, or if you would like some suggestions on where to get
started with the RightNow Media catalogue, just give me a call. I would be glad to help you.
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Vestry Minute
St. Peter’s Outreach Ministry
by Tom Schnatterbeck, Psy.D
The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field.
When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.
Matthew 13:44 NIV
Our treasure - finding God - is often hidden. The treasure may also represent our preciousness to
Christ, who can see our hidden value and sacrifices all for us. He needs to be sought. He expects us to go in
search of Him. He hides in plain sight and when we open our eyes and seek Him, we find Him near and
immediately know the value. It is the same for other treasures. Unless we’re looking for them, we might
not realize they are there.
How might this parable relate to the St. Peter’s Outreach Ministry? This hidden treasure is made of a
small group who have a passion for finding God in hidden places. Over a very short period of time, with
the help of willing parishioners and vestry members, we have relaunched the Outreach Ministry. Our goal
is to help people find God in the here and now. These members are passionate believers in supporting
activities of local outreach, youth and young adult ministries and potential American / World Mission
Ministries. However, we need your help.
Christ is our ultimate treasure; he fulfills our greatest needs, satisfies our longings and gives us hope
for the future. While we search for His truth that we may have missed, we lean on each other for support.
Please contact the St. Peter’s Outreach Ministry with your observations and ideas regarding unmet needs
within our community. This is a great way to start helping others realize God’s true treasure.
Outreach Committee Members
DuAnne Diers, Chair
Tom Schnatterbeck

Lisa Wells

Pam Standish

Carol Clark

Tina Mediate

Joel Dingman

Trinkle Brass Works presents
the Feste Fantini

Monday, June 13 at 7:00 p.m.
St. Peter’s Sanctuary
This is part of a four-concert tour by Feste Fantini,
a brass, organ, and timpani ensemble.
Come for an evening to enjoy a concert to inspire
your soul.
The program is sponsored and financially
supported through the generosity of local patrons in
the community & by grants. More information at
www.trinklebrassworks.org.
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Upcoming Events
Date

Event

Time

Location

Each Wednesday

Bible Study

1:30-3:00 p.m.

Parish Hall

Each Sunday

Bible Study

9:00-9:45 a.m.

Library

Saturday, May 14

Mug & Muffin; for all women

10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Parish Hall

Sunday, May 15

Birney Church Service

3:00 p.m.

The Church in Birney, Montana

Wednesday, May 18

Vestry Meeting

5:30 p.m.

Parish Hall

Thursday, May 19

“Got Questions”
An evening to ask questions about
foster care. Hosted by D.F.S. &
Sheridan Foster Parent Exchange

6:00 p.m.

Sheridan Foster Parent
Exchange
19 E 7th St., Sheridan

Saturday, May 21

Donna Edwards’ Memorial Service

11:00 a.m.

St. Peter’s Sanctuary

Wednesday, May 25

Men’s Breakfast

6:30-7:30 a.m.

Parish Hall

Friday, June 10

Craft Brothers’ in Concert

7:00 p.m.

Whitney Center for the Arts

Monday, June 13

Trinkle Brassworks Concert

7:00 p.m.

St. Peter’s Sanctuary

FINANCIAL INFORMATION April 2022
OPERATING INCOME

$ 20,329.00

OPERATING EXPENSES

DIFFERENCE

33,649.29

$ -13,320.29

OUTREACH IN April $ 4,612,31
Issued: 13 gas cards & 4 food cards

Healing Service with Communion
Tuesdays at 12:10 p.m. ~ The Chapel
Healing prayers for all areas of your life.
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St. Peter’s Contacts
Rector
Rev. Joel Dingman
joel@stpeterssheridan.com
307.670.0072
Deacon
Rev. Juanita Smith-Eisenach
rev.juanitadsmith@gmail.com
307.673.4928
Priest
Rev. Michael Evers
mike@stpeterssheridan.com
307.763.0746
Senior Warden
Mark Thoney
mark@thoney.net
307.673.0204
Junior Warden
Lacasa Bishop Michelena
lacasamichelena@gmail.com
Music Ministry Coordinator
Suzie Hills
suzie.schatz@gmail.com
307.763.0525
Jeannene McKnight - Pianist
clarin1918@gmail.com
307.674.4186
Kathy McNickle - Pianist
kathymcnickle@aol.com
307.752.5745
Loretta Tonak - Organist/Pianist
tonak@wavecom.net
307.751.4977
Cathy Storm - Organist/Pianist
cstorm@fiberpipe.net
307. 674.4565
Gail Boyer - Parish Administrator
gail@stpeterssheridan.com
307.674.7655
Alisa Saur - Administrative Assistant
alisa@stpeterssheridan.com
307.674.7655

Vestry 2022

Contact Information

1 Thoney, Mark
Sr. Warden

mark@thoney.net

2 Bishop Michelena,
Lacasa
Jr. Warden

lacasamichelena@gmail.com

3 Exon, Duffy

mudlark369@yahoo.com

4 Farman, Dane

danefaman@gmail.com
(note: there is intentionally no “r”)

5 Galloway, Laura

lcgalloway71@gmail.com

6 Hills, Suzie

suzie.schatz@gmail.com

7 Nicolarsen, Karen

nicokada@fiberpipe.net

8 Rossa, Liz

rossa@bresnan.net

9 Schnatterbeck,
Thomas

thomasschatterbeck@gmail.com

10 St. Clair, Roger

rstclair@surfwyo.net

11 VanDyke, Jacee

jacee.vandyke@gmail.com

12 Wells, Lisa

lisamilner0107@gmail.com

Vestry members
are available to you for
questions or inquiries.
Church Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday
9:00 am - 4:00 pm
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St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church
1 South Tschirgi Street, Sheridan WY 82801
Phone: 307-674-7655
Email: stpeterssheridan@gmail.com
Join Us on YouTube!
The link is on the front page of the website:
www.stpeterssheridan.com

