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Rector’s Writings

“Upon this Rock I will build my Church” Matthew 16:18
By Rev. Joel Dingman
During the month of August, the 10:00 am worship service used an alternative liturgy, that was crafted by
the Episcopal Church in Wyoming liturgical committee. The theme for the month was Pillars of Faith. A
theology centered on the faithful that have come before us and how that great cloud of witnesses has been
instrumental in our Christian belief system today.
We Episcopalians trust and are comforted by the fact that in attending a worship service in an Episcopal
church the liturgy will be familiar to the gathered. Time tested liturgies, prayers, and celebrations of the
contemporary Book of Common Prayer (BCP) were adopted for use in 1979 at the General Convention held in
Denver.
The first Anglican BCP was written by Thomas Cranmer, who would become Archbishop of Canterbury,
and published in 1549. This BCP was considered temporary, a revised version with some minor changes was
written by Cranmer and adopted in 1552. A major point of contention in the revised 1552 BCP was if
congregants should receive the Eucharist sitting or kneeling! After much discernment it was concluded that
kneeling was the appropriate position in which to receive the body and blood of Jesus Christ. In 1559 the
1552 BCP was republished, although barely altering any of the original tenants set forth in the 1552 BCP. One
major change was that the Communion service should be conducted in the ‘accustomed place,’ namely a table
against the wall with the priest facing it. The 1559 BCP was revised in 1662 again, with minor changes. The
editions that were made were done so with the belief that the Anglican Church of England would follow the
“via media” or middle way.
A revised 1662 BCP was adopted in 1787 for use in the Episcopal Church. That revised 1662 BCP was
used as the guide for worship, corporate and personal prayer, and liturgical rites until 1892, when it was
revised slightly, then again until 1928. The revised 1928 BCP included language updates and a new translation
of Psalms. A major shift in the service for Holy Matrimony occurred at this time when “Love, honor, and
obey” was dropped from the bride’s vows.
Due to changes in the way we relate and communicate with one another and the continual reformation of
society, the Book of Common prayer will continually be in revision.
The “via media” or middle way will continue to be in the DNA of the Episcopal Church, albeit with much
“gnashing of teeth.”
Jesus Christ ordained the Church to be built with him as the Head, and that all baptized people are
members. The Church's mission is to pray and worship, proclaim the Gospel, and promote justice, peace, and
love. The Church is to carry out this mission
through the ministry of all its members.
Most assuredly reformation will continue,
language will change, society will adapt to an
understanding of “contemporary” worship, and
perhaps someday there will be a new revised
Book of Common prayer. One thing that won’t
change is the rock on which Jesus built his
church..
Grace and Peace to you and those you love.
-Joel
Unknown. Table Rock Beach. https://www.californiabeaches.com/beach/table-rock-beach/. 2022
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Juanita’s Word
I do not know who authored this prayer, but I have been praying it when I have a few moments of quiet
time. It has brought peace into the chaos of my sometimes-crazy world. I have modified the original
pronouns to personalize it. Examples: instead of our and us, I use me and my. My hope is that you are
blessed in praying this prayer. ~Juanita
Christ, light of the world, scatter our darkness,
Let your healing spring up with the dawn.
In the darkness around me,
Let this church be a still place of light
A still place of love
A still place of peace
A still place of your presence.
From here, Lord . . .
From this place . . .
Through me
May your light flow
May your love radiate
May your peace reach out
May your presence be known.
Make me, Lord
A sure place of your light
A sure place of your love
A sure place of your presence.

Through me
Let your light shine
Let your love enfold
Let your peace fill
Let your presence be known.

Christ of the wounds
Christ of the glory
Christ of the sorrows
Christ of the joys
Christ of all mysteries,
I place myself,
Body and soul,
Under your protection
This day and evermore.
O Christ of the outcast
O Christ of the poor
O Christ of the joyful
O Christ of the tearful,
Your presence be my protection,
Your presence be my peace,
This day and evermore.

Healing Service with Communion

Tuesdays at 12:10 p.m. ~ The Chapel
Healing prayers for all areas of your life.
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Meet Margaret
Rev. Mike Evers
One of the new faces at St. Peter’s is our new Admin Assistant, Margaret Bowen. Margaret started in July,
when she replaced Alisa Sauer, who left to become the Administrator at The Rock, her home church. Before
Alisa left St. Peter’s, she suggested that we interview Margaret, who Alisa got to know through Margaret’s
visits to the Diaper Bank. It turns out that Alisa’s intuition about Margaret was spot-on; Margaret is a great
fit as the first person that many people meet when they call or visit St. Peter’s during the week. In addition
to being a friendly answerer of the phone (she smiles when she talks), Margaret prepares the worship
bulletins, takes the minutes at the vestry meetings, and keeps St. Peter’s website and social media up to
date and handles everything that comes to the office with
grace and professionalism.
Margaret grew up in Houston, Texas, and spent the last 12
years in Spain. She graduated from Houston Baptist
University with a degree in Life Sciences (chemistry and
biology) and has a Master’s degree in Art Education from
the University of Granada (in Spain). Her classes in Spain
were entirely in Spanish, and she also wrote her Master’s
thesis in Spanish.
She’s a single mom, raising three boys, Leo (age 5) Daniel
(age 3) and Marcus (9 months), with the help of her mom
and dad, Nancy and Marcus. Margaret came to Sheridan to
be near her folks, who retired here. Margaret is a PK
(preacher’s kid) and is familiar with church life. Her dad is
the pastor at the Big Horn Church.

Bowen, Nancy. Margaret and Her Boys. 2022. Author’s Personal Collection.

Before coming to St. Peter’s Margaret worked for an
engineering company and served as a patient liaison for a
hospital. Her combination of technical and people skills are
a perfect fit her position at St. Peter’s.

I asked Margaret what she liked best about work at St. Peter’s and her reply gives a clear indication of the
type of person she is : “My favorite thing about working at St. Peter's is the people. I've met so many nice
and encouraging people and the Diaper Ministry has been a real blessing to my family. I'm also enjoying the
license to be creative and helping to update things.”
Here’s what Margaret’s boys have to say about St. Peters. Leo said: "They have coffee hour and we can eat
cookies! They have so many things for the kids to do. I get to hold the bread!" Margaret said her boys love
participating in different things: the youth message, the youth formation, going to the front for communion,
sprinkling water, playing and eating at coffee hour, the other kids here, the leaders....the list goes on.
We’re so happy that God put Margaret in our midst. She is a blessing upon all who engage with her.
If you haven’t met Margaret, stop by and say hello. She’s in the church office Monday-Friday from noon to
3:00 or you’ll see her at the 10:00 worship with her boys & probably snapping photos of life at St. Peter’s.
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Vestry Minute: The Message in Music
By: Karen Nicolarsen
In June the Craft Brothers presented its finely
honed concert Gospel Bluegrass in the Whitney Center for the Arts at Sheridan College to an audience of
over 400 enthusiasts eager for the group’s vocal harmony and upbeat string instrumentals. The gospel
message of love, acceptance, and salvation through
Jesus Christ included many songs composed by members of the group.
The genesis of the bluegrass concert was the joyous ordination of the Reverend Mike Evers at St. Peter’s in Sheridan by Bishop of Wyoming Paul-Gordon
Chandler. The Craft Brothers’ participation in
Mike’s service inspired the bishop to bring such musical enthusiasm to other churches in the state through a
professionally recorded concert.
The Sheridan College concert hall, complete with
audio and video technicians, and the Episcopal Diocese of Wyoming staff, as promoters, collaborated to
bring the June 10th evening of live spiritual entertainment to fruition. Ample audio and video footage was
generated to start the next phase of the project. Ebia
Sound and Music edited the 18 some songs for a CD,
and the video rendition was edited by the professional
staff at the Diocese. Distribution of the CD with
printed lyrics was distributed to Episcopal churches
throughout Wyoming for use during worship services.
You Tube is the outlet for the AV version.

Bowen, Margaret. Praise in the Park with the Craft Brothers and Rev. Mike
Evers. 2022. Author’s Personal Collection.

Thank you, Craft Brothers and friends for delivering the gospel message in bluegrass style far beyond
Sheridan with your uplifting musical ministry. For
this tremendous gift of time and talent, I am grateful.
Osborn, Genie. Elizabeth Craft singing (above). The Craft Family Concert
(below). 2022. Author’s Personal Collection.

MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE!

5

By: Suzie Hills
Psalm 95:1 – O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.
Ephesians 5:19 – Speak to one another with the words of psalms, hymns, and songs from the spirit. Sing and
make music from your heart to the Lord.
Over and over again, people tell me how much music means to them in the service. How fortunate we are
at St. Peters to have a dedicated group of people who, year after year, come together to share in a Choir
Ministry. That being said, we are always looking for new members, part time, full time, any time.
We practice on Thursdays from 5:15 to 6:15 pm. We meet on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am or 9:15 am and
practice again for the 10:00 service. The choir usually sings one song at the service. Not everyone can
come to every rehearsal or be there every Sunday, so we adjust to the people we have and strive to make
a joyful noise! You can be a full time member or a part time member of the choir. We are very flexible! You don’t even have to sit in the choir loft if you’d rather sit with family.
The good thing about a choir is there is ALWAYS room for more people to be involved. If you like to sing,
please join us on Thursdays at 5:15 pm in the Parish Hall.
If you know someone else who might enjoy singing (they don’t have to be members of our church), please
let me know and I will contact them.
If you have questions, please email/text/call Suzie Hills at 307-763-0525 or suzie.schatz@gmail.com
Come make a joyful noise with us!
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LAUNCH
By: Mary Beth Evers

The St. Peter’s LAUNCH ministry is celebrating its 3-year anniversary! LAUNCH became a reality because
of the immediate and abundant support of our St. Peter’s family. Thank you for your support of food,
prayer and financial contributions.
LAUNCH was born in the summer of 2019 when a need for food and personal care items for youth and
young adults was made known. At that time there were (and continue to be) young adults here in Sheridan who are without secure housing. Some survive by couch-surfing, living in cars, or on the streets. St.
Peter’s heard of this need and quickly lived out Galatians 5:13 “through love serve one another.” Donations
began & continue to arrive every Sunday morning. From LAUNCH’s inception, St. Peter’s volunteers organize
the food offerings in a pantry at St. Peter’s and from that fill the Food Group’s Little Free Pantry located at
Sheridan High School weekly.
LAUNCH also assisted young adults at the VOA who were ‘launching’ into independent adult life. LAUNCH
provided for a small food and personal hygiene pantry in their Transitions Class until the pandemic hit.
The pantry at Sheridan High School is filled every three days. Many times, it is completely emptied in that
3-day period, so we know your food donations are feeding young adults! For that we are ever grateful.
Our Shopping List is targeted for people who may not have a kitchen such as food in cans with pull top lids
(not requiring a can opener or much preparation) and high protein foods such as tuna, jerky, peanut butter, soups, nuts, and protein granola bars. There is a full list available in the Narthex and at the St. Peter’s
Pantry in the Library. Please stop by and see your generosity at work.

You are invited to

LAUNCH Open House
Sunday, September 18
in the Library after both services

Bowen, Margaret. St. Peter’s LAUNCH Pantry Before Delivery to the High School. 2022.
Author’s Personal Collection.

Sturtevant, Myca. One of Our Youngest Volunteers at the High School Pantry .
2022. Author’s Personal Collection.

Youth Formation
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By: Sandy Tharldson

Recently I was asked to cover Sunday School for Mary Beth. It was quite a Sunday. The kids were to
sing with the adult choir. There was a bit of stress because the choir needed seven kids to sing and hold up
signs containing each day of the week: seven signs, seven kids, but wait! There were initially only three kids,
then one more showed up. More kids were needed to make the seven signs work.
As God would have it, there were three children in the congregation, visiting family for the long weekend.
They were very willing to take an active part. Each child held up one of the days of the week as the adult
choir, along with the children’s group, sang “This Little Light of Mine.” It was a stunning performance
indeed!
Between the practice and the performance, Mary Beth scheduled a short class concerning heaven. The
question posed was, “What is heaven?”

The responses were priceless:
Student 1: A place better than here.
Student 2: Where my papa (grandpa) and my dog are. I want to see them.
Student 3: Where I get to see two of our dogs, two fish, snails, and our cat.
Student 4: (a big smile)
Student 5: (too young to have an opinion)
Student 6 (13 years old): a place where I spend my ever after life with God.
Student 7: (too young)

Miracles happen every day. That Sunday was so special! God blessed us all!
~Sandy Tharldson

Bowen, Margaret. The Youth of St. Peter’s During Youth Formation Showing Their Painted Rocks with Scriptures. 2022. Author’s Personal Collection.
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Upcoming Events
Date

Event

Time

Location

Event

Time

Location

Each Wednesday

Bible Study

1:30-3:00 p.m.

Parish Hall

Each Sunday

Bible Study

9:00-9:45 a.m.

Library

Every Tuesday

Healing Service

12:10 pm

Chapel

Saturday, Sept 10

Pre-Convention Meeting

10:00 am—2 pm

Gillette

September 12-16

Lunch Together

12:00 p.m. —1:00 pm First Congregational UUC

Saturday, Sept 17

Mug & Muffin; for all women

10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Parish Hall

Sunday, September 18

Birney Church Service

3:00 p.m.

The Church in Birney, Montana

Wednesday, Sept 21

Vestry Meeting

5:30 p.m.

Parish Hall

Wednesday, Sept 14 &
Sept 28

Men’s Breakfast

6:30-7:30 a.m.

Parish Hall

Every Wednesday

St. Nicholas Crafters

9:00 am– noon

Upstairs, Craft Room

Bowen, Margaret. The Youth of St. Peter’s During Youth Formation Making Crosses with Rocks. 2022. Author’s Collection.

St. Peter’s Contacts
Rector
Rev. Joel Dingman
joel@stpeterssheridan.com
307.670.0072
Deacon
Rev. Juanita Smith-Eisenach
rev.juanitadsmith@gmail.com
307.673.4928
307.751-6250
Priest
Rev. Michael Evers
mike@stpeterssheridan.com
307.763.0746
Senior Warden
Mark Thoney
mark@thoney.net
307.673.0204
Junior Warden
Lacasa Bishop Michelena
lacasamichelena@gmail.com
Music Ministry Coordinator
Suzie Hills
suzie.schatz@gmail.com
307.763.0525
Jeannene McKnight - Pianist
clarin1918@gmail.com
307.674.4186
Kathy McNickle - Pianist
kathymcnickle@aol.com
307.752.5745
Loretta Tonak - Organist/Pianist
tonak@wavecom.net
307.751.4977

Cathy Storm - Organist/Pianist
cstorm@fiberpipe.net
307. 674.4565
Gail Boyer - Parish Administrator
gail@stpeterssheridan.com
307.674.7655
Margaret Bowen- Admin Assistant
margaret@stpeterssheridan.com
307.674.7655

Vestry 2022

Contact Information

1 Thoney, Mark
Sr. Warden

mark@thoney.net

2 Bishop Michelena,
Lacasa
Jr. Warden

lacasamichelena@gmail.com

3 Exon, Duffy

mudlark369@yahoo.com

4 Farman, Dane

danefaman@gmail.com
(note: there is intentionally no “r”)

5 Galloway, Laura

lcgalloway71@gmail.com

6 Hills, Suzie

suzie.schatz@gmail.com

7 Nicolarsen, Karen

nicokada@fiberpipe.net

8 Rossa, Liz

rossa@bresnan.net

9 Schnatterbeck,
Thomas

thomasschatterbeck@gmail.com

10 St. Clair, Roger

rstclair@surfwyo.net

11 VanDyke, Jacee

jacee.vandyke@gmail.com

12 Wells, Lisa

lisamilner0107@gmail.com

Vestry members
are available to you for
questions or inquiries.
Church Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday
9:00 am - 4:00 pm

St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church
1 South Tschirgi Street, Sheridan WY 82801
Phone: 307-674-7655
Email: stpeterssheridan@gmail.com
Join Us on YouTube!
The link is on the front page of the website:
www.stpeterssheridan.com

