
 

   

 

October 2022 The Crossed Keys 
Rector’s Writings  

Blessings By: Rev. Joel Dingman 

 
In the very beginning of creation, God issued His blessing on all the animals, Adam and Eve, and “every 
living creature that moves.” God proclaimed these blessings during the days of creation because God “saw 
that it was good.”  
 
We continue to receive God’s blessings because we are who God created. There are instances when there 
are conduits between creation and God. Tuesday Oct 4th is a prime example of us being connected to God’s 
creation and bestowing His blessing on “every living creature that moves.” The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 
is a day to honor the animals that live amongst us, that we love. It is a wonderful day to acknowledge the 
beauty of God’s created world. 
 
God blesses each and every one of us continually because He created us. I believe that when we receive 
those blessings God is not doing so because He sees some person who is deserving of God’s grace in the 
future. God blesses us because of who we are in that instant, not because of who we may become.  
 
There are practices we can use to enhance our relationship with God, such as prayer, worship, reading and 
reflecting on scripture, repentance, the Sacraments, etc. In the end, God loves us and blesses us at the core 
of our faith. That love and blessing goes to those furry 4- legged, finned, amphibious, crawling creatures. It is 
not for what they will become, but because of what and who they are in God’s Kingdom, in that moment of 
His blessing. 
 
God gave Moses this blessing to share with Aaron and his sons in Numbers 6: 24-27. 
  “The Lord bless you and keep you;  
  the Lord make his face to shine upon you,  
  and be gracious to you; 
  the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, 
  and give you peace.” 
 
May the blessing of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit be with you and remain with you 
always.  Amen. ~Joel 

 

Bowen, Margaret.  The Alsup Pets.  2022.  2 Photos from Author’s Personal Collection.   
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Juanita’s Word:  EVERY MOMENT HOLY 

I have been spending a bit of my quiet time in a book of liturgies for some special times in our ordinary 
lives; for changing diapers, for sunsets, meals, birthdays, for the ritual of morning coffee, and many more.  

Every Moment Holy, Volume 1 has provided another way to be in the Prescence of our Almighty Loving 
God.  The liturgy that I am sharing with you is somewhat longer than most in the book.  But it is so rich in 
beauty that I wish to share it with you.   Blessings, Juanita  

Praise to the King of Creation 

Leader: Our thoughts of you, 
O Lord, have been too small, too few – 
 For seldom have we considered how specific is the exer-
cising of your authority, extending as it does into the myr-
iad particulars of creation. 
 
People: There is no quarter over which you are not 
King.  

And as creation hurtles toward its liberation and redemp-
tion, the full implications of your deep Lordship are yet to 
be revealed in countless facets unconsidered: 

Christ, you are the Snow King. 
You are the Maker of All Weathers. 
You are The King of Sunlight and Storms, 
The King of Grey Skies and Rain. 
You are The Rain King, 
The Sun King, the Hurricane King. 
You are the King of Autumn and King of Spring. 
 
And our thoughts of you, 
O Lord, have been too small, too few. 
 
The old and impotent gods our ancestors once believed in 
were, at their best, but imperfect pictures of you, whose 
strength and goodness and creative majesty and wonder-
ful mystery and love exceed those old rumors as sunlight 
exceeds the tiny dimness of stars reflected in a dark and 
wavering pool.  
 
The fairy tales crafted by our old cultures hinted at you, 
though they knew it not.  Yet their perfect princes and 
blessed ends were yearnings for all that has found fulfill-
ment in you. 
 
You are the Lord of the Harvest. 
The Grain King, The Wine King, 
The God of Plenty, The God of Hearth and Home. 
You are The Hill King, The Wildflower King, 
King of the Great Bears, King of Canyons.  
You are The Monarch of Meadows, The Lord of the Lava 
Fields, Ruler of the Desert Wastes, The Polar King, The 
King of the Southern Cross, And The King of the Northern 
Lights. 
 
You are the King of the Rabbits, and The Lord of Tall 
Trees.  You are the God of Youth and the God of Age. 
You are The Acorn King, The River God, The Swamp 
King, King of Glades, King of Dells, Ruler of Hum-
mingbirds.  You are The Horse Lord, The Crag King, 
Lord of the Bees, King of the Walruses, Commander of 
Rhinos, Lord of the Lightning Bugs,  
 

Cave Lord, Mountain King, Ruler of the Grassy 
Plains, God of the Valleys 
You are The Captain of the Clouds, The Wolf King, The 
King of the Cockatoos. 
 
And our thoughts of you, 
O Lord, have been too small, too few. 
For your claim over creation is vast. You are 
The Lord of Antarctica, the King of California, 
the King of the Scottish Hills, and the King of The Nile. 

 
You are the weaver of the unseen fabrics of the 
world.  You are Lord of the Atoms, The Ruler of 
Electrons, The Lord of Gravity, and the King of 
Quarks. 
Your dominion enfolds the earth and rises beyond it to 
the furthest extremes of the stars. 
You are Lord of the Vast Empty Spaces. 
You are The King of the Constellations, 
The Black Hole King, Lord of Novas Exploding, 
Lord of Speeding Light, High King of Galaxies, 
King of Orion, King of the Moon. 
 
And still, even still, our thoughts of you 
have been too small, too few. 
You are the God of Justice, The God of Wisdom 
The God of Mercy, The God of Redemption 
 
You are The Lord of Love. 
All of this is true. 
But our thoughts of you are still too few, 
for our minds are too small to conceive of them all, 
Let alone to contain them. 
 
You were before all things, you created all things, 
and in you all things are held together.  There is no 
Corner of creation you will fail to redeem.  
 
You are Lord of lords, and King of kings 
O Jesus Christ, our King of Everything.    Amen. 

 

Unknown.  Ruckman Lecture to explore stars, galaxies, history of the universe.  2020.  https://

news.unl.edu/newsrooms/today/article/ruckman-lecture-to-explore-stars-galaxies-history-
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 Mom’s Blessing 

 Rev. Mike Evers   

This month’s Crossed Keys theme is “blessings.” As in “count your blessings” or 
“this person is a blessing to me.”  

I would like to pay tribute a huge blessing in my life, my lovely mother, Ruby 
Ann (Racich) Evers who passed away on September 22, 2022 at the age of 96.  

Whenever I think of my mom, I am reminded of that quotation from Abraham 
Lincoln: “All that I am, or hope to be, I owe to my angel mother.” I truly believe 
the success that I have enjoyed in life is due in large part to the things I learned 
from my mother. My mom taught me many things about navigating life (table 
manners being a big one), and I feel her influence daily. My mother had a heart 
for those folks on the margin, the poor, the outcast, and the orphans.  

When Mary Beth and I were first dating, she was teaching kindergarten in Ashland, MT. One of her students, Cody, a 
little towheaded boy, was being raised by his father, a single dad, who worked as a ranch hand. Mary Beth mentioned 
Cody to my mom and she sent him gifts for Christmas and on his birthday, from the time he was in Kindergarten until 
he was in Jr. High. Ultimately, we lost track of Cody, but when we were going through my mom’s papers, we ran 
across a photo of Cody that he had sent her when he was in 7th or 8th grade. In doing the math, we figured that the 
little Kindergartner is now close to 50 years old! Mom never met Cody, but her generosity helped him with a few 
“niceties” that he wouldn’t have had otherwise.  

My mom taught my sister, Lisa, and I to think of others, and to try to help those that may need a hand up. She 
instilled in us a sense of justice and generosity for which I am grateful and will always thank God.  

Fortunately, Lisa and I were able to be with Mom when she died, which is something else that was a blessing. Mom 
was surrounded by those whom she brought into the world, and we were able to be with her as she left. Due to the 
care-giving that Lisa provided, Mom was able to live at home until the day before she left this world, which was 
another blessing. My sister always made sure that Mom was safe and secure, which was a blessing to my family, 
knowing that Mom’s needs were always met.  

As I think of my Mom and the blessing that I received having her as my 
mother, I know that mom knew that we loved her. She was sharp as a tack 
right up to the end, yet another blessing. One of the people that blessed 
Mom in her last two years was her great-grandson, Weston. Whenever 
Weston visited her, mom always beamed. Here’s a photo of Weston and 
Mom celebrating her 95th birthday. 

If your mom is still on this earth, cherish her, and let her know how much 
you appreciate her. If your mom is gone, thank God for the blessing of your 
mother and what she did to set you on the right path.  

And thanks to all of you who have offered well-wishes on hearing of Mom’s 
passing. Blessings to you. 

“Let your father and mother be glad; let her who bore you rejoice.” Proverbs 
23:25  ~Mike Evers, Mary Beth.  Weston Evers with My Mom.  2021.  

Author’s Personal Collection. 

 

Unknown.  My Mother and Me.  1958.   

HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS D-GROUP: 

We try to meet every other Sunday at 9:00 am before church, but times & dates are subject to change.  We 

are doing a video study on Fire and Faithfulness.  After the video, there is a discussion time and prayer re-

quests are taken.  Sometimes we meet to do community service project, do a craft for the Bazaar, or do 

something fun like a Pilates class.  Please email Molly Jones at mboyer2639@hotmail.com to sign up.   
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Vestry Minute:  Why Compassion? 

By: Laura Galloway 

 

Just before Jesus was taken up into heaven to be seated at the right hand of God, he said to his eleven 

disciples, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.  Whoever believes and is 
baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned” -Mark 16: 15-16.  That was a 

fairly direct command which set the tone for “The Mission of the Church.” 

As many of you know, I have been involved with Compassion International for over a quarter of a cen-
tury.  Our family has sponsored numerous Compassion children over the years and I have given presen-
tations for Compassion over a tristate area.  Why?  Mark 16:15-16. 

While I have seen first hand the “good works” of the Church at the Parish, Diocesan and National levels, 
it often seems to me that while we, the Church, are often helping people have a better life– we are not 

always sharing the good news of salvation which can give others Eternal Life.  It seems that the larger 
the organization and the more money and people involved in running the organization, the further we 
move from the person-to-person sharing of the Gospel and Salvation.   

Compassion International, on the other hand, does 

feed children, clothe children, educate children 
and “help” them and their families in many other 
ways.  BUT, every Compassion Center is spon-

sored through and run by a church and the #1 pri-
ority of every program is to share the Good News 
of Jesus Christ and salvation through him with the 

children.   

I love that about Compassion and I love that St. 
Peter’s and many of our members sponsor chil-
dren and support this example of Church Mission.  

Thank you all! 

(top) Unknown.  Give a Child a Chance with Compassion International. 2020.  https://

www.rewardexpert.com/blog/give-a-child-a-chance-with-compassion-international/ 

Unkown. 5 year old Deneilis in Columbia.  2020.  https://blog.compassion.com/

your-favorite-stories-of-2020/ 
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The Library Corner 

By: Sandy Chapman 

 The weather is cool, your garden is finished, you have time on your hands.  It’s time to come check 

out some books and find a warm, cozy spot to read.  You might want to learn some new habits to 

strengthen your faith journey or just read some fiction books about Christian life.  All the latest additions 

to the library can be found on the book cases in the Parish Hall.   

 Gail and I have both enjoyed reading The Wedding Dress Sewing Circle by Jennifer Ryan.  It is based 

on true events during WWII in Britain.  Fabric was hard to come by because of a shortage in material.  

Most available fabric was used for making uniforms for the military or parachutes.  A group of women 

help a young woman repair her mother’s wedding dress for her wedding.  You’ll learn their heart-warming 

personal stories as they decide to help other young women find dresses too.  Not only that, but they 

refurbished other clothing to donate to others in need.  Gail loved that idea and hopes that it would catch 

on at the Red Door for clothing that does not sell! 

Just a couple of reminders: 

1. The table in the Parish Hall that has free books is added to frequently so don’t forget to take a look 

and choose as many as you want to take home for keeps.   

2. Don’t forget to return books that you have finished reading.   

 

Unknown. Close-up of extended family holding hands and saying grace before the lunch at 

dining table. .  2020.  https://www.istockphoto.com/search/2/image?

phrase=family+praying+holding+hands+dining+table 

‛DINING IN’Club is back!! 

 What is more wonderful than a homecooked meal with friends? What better way to promote 

fellowship, friendship, and fun among parishioners than through a once a month ‘at home’ dining 

experience. There is no other agenda other than to share lively conversation and good food with church 

friends, old and new. 

 Each dinner group will consist of 6-8 adults (singles and couples). The volunteer ‘host’ will call the 

people in their group to choose a day in the month for the dinner. The host will provide the entre of 

their choice and beverages. The other people in the group will bring one assigned item such as salad, a 

side, dessert, or bread. 

 The host and the groups would change each month 

so you would be dining with different people each time. 

 ‘Dining In’ Club will meet three times: November or 

December (Hostess choice), January, and February. 

Please sign up in the parish hall by Oct. 20th if interested. 

Call Suzie Schatz Hills at 763-0525 for more information. 

~Suzie 
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Date Event Time Location 

Each  Wednesday  Bible Study 1:30-3:00 p.m. Parish Hall 

Each Sunday Bible Study 9:00-9:45 a.m. Library 

Every Tuesday Healing Service 12:10 pm  Chapel 

Every Wednesday  St. Nicholas Crafters 9:00 am– noon Upstairs, Craft Room 

Wednesday, October 12 Men’s Breakfast 6:30 am  Parish Hall 

Friday, October 14 Watch Party: The Stones Will Cry 

Out 

6:00 pm Parish Hall 

Sunday, October 16 Birney Church Service 3:00 p.m. The Church in Birney, Montana 

Wednesday, October 19 Vestry Meeting 5:30 p.m. Parish Hall 

Saturday, October 22 Mug & Muffin; for all women 10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Parish Hall 

Thursday, October 20th 

&27th 

Choir Practice 5:15pm  Parish Hall 

Upcoming Events 

Bowen, Margaret.  Toro Being Blessed (above) Youth Formation (below).  2022.  Author’s Collection.  



 

   

 

 

Rector 
Rev. Joel Dingman  

 joel@stpeterssheridan.com     
307.670.0072 

 
Deacon 

Rev. Juanita Smith-Eisenach  
rev.juanitadsmith@gmail.com    

307.673.4928 
307.751-6250 

 
Priest 

Rev. Michael Evers 
mike@stpeterssheridan.com  

307.763.0746 
 

Senior Warden  
Mark Thoney 

mark@thoney.net 
307.673.0204 

 
Junior Warden  

Lacasa Bishop Michelena 
lacasamichelena@gmail.com 

 
  Music Ministry Coordinator 

 Suzie Hills  
 suzie.schatz@gmail.com   

307.763.0525 
 

Jeannene McKnight - Pianist   
clarin1918@gmail.com   

307.674.4186  
 

Kathy McNickle - Pianist  
kathymcnickle@aol.com   

307.752.5745   
 

Loretta Tonak - Organist/Pianist  
 tonak@wavecom.net  

307.751.4977 
 

Cathy Storm - Organist/Pianist   
 cstorm@fiberpipe.net  

 307. 674.4565 
 

Gail Boyer - Parish Administrator    
gail@stpeterssheridan.com  

307.674.7655   
 

Margaret Bowen- Admin Assistant 
margaret@stpeterssheridan.com  

307.674.7655   

 SEPTEMBER FINANCIAL INFORMATION  

Operating Income           $17,556.75 

Operating Expenses        $23,814.13 

Difference                        - $6,257.38 

Outreach in Sept                $2,118.96                    
LifeLink, The Hub bus ride coupons, lodging, gas & food 
cards, utilities, Compassion International 

St. Peter’s Contacts  

 

Church Office Hours:  
Monday - Thursday 

9:00 am - 3:00 pm   

 

    Vestry 2022 
 

Contact  Information 

1  Thoney, Mark 
    Sr. Warden 

mark@thoney.net 

2  Bishop Michelena, 
    Lacasa 
    Jr. Warden 

lacasamichelena@gmail.com 

  
3  Exon, Duffy 

mudlark369@yahoo.com 

 

4  Farman, Dane 
danefaman@gmail.com 
(note: there is intentionally no “r”) 

  
5  Galloway, Laura 

  
lcgalloway71@gmail.com 

 
6  Hills, Suzie 
  

  
suzie.schatz@gmail.com 

  
7  Nicolarsen, Karen 

 
nicokada@fiberpipe.net 

8  Rossa, Liz 

 

rossa@bresnan.net 

  
9  Schnatterbeck, 
       Thomas 

  
thomasschatterbeck@gmail.com 

   
10 St. Clair, Roger 

  
rstclair@surfwyo.net 

 
11 VanDyke, Jacee 

 

jacee.vandyke@gmail.com 

  
12 Wells, Lisa 
  

  
lisamilner0107@gmail.com 

mailto:joel@stpeterssheridan.com
mailto:rev.juanitadsmith@gmail.com
mailto:suzie.schatz@gmail.com
mailto:clarin@qwestoffice.net
mailto:tonak@wavecom.net
mailto:CSTORM@fiberpipe.net


 

   

 

  

St. Peter’s  
Episcopal Church 

 
 

    1 South Tschirgi Street, Sheridan WY 82801 
   Phone: 307-674-7655  

   Email: stpeterssheridan@gmail.com 
Join Us on YouTube!  

 The link is on the front page of the website: 
  www.stpeterssheridan.com 
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MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE! 

By: Suzie Hills 

 Psalm 95:1 – O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 

Ephesians 5:19 – Speak to one another with the words of psalms, hymns, and songs from the spirit.  Sing and 
make music from your heart to the Lord. 

Over and over again, people tell me how much music means to them in the service. How fortunate we are 
at St. Peters to have a dedicated group of people who, year after year, come together to share in a Choir 
Ministry.  That being said, we are always looking for new members, part time, full time, any time. 

We practice on Thursdays from 5:15 to 6:15 pm.  We meet on Sunday mornings at 9:00 am or 9:15 am and 
practice again for the 10:00 service.  The choir usually sings one song at the service.  Not everyone can 
come to every rehearsal or be there every Sunday, so we adjust to the people we have and strive to make 
a joyful noise!  You can be a full time member or a part time member of the choir.  We are very flexi-
ble!  You don’t even have to sit in the choir loft if you’d rather sit with family. 

The good thing about a choir is there is ALWAYS room for more people to be involved.  If you like to sing, 
please join us on Thursdays at 5:15 pm in the Parish Hall. 

If you know someone else who might enjoy singing (they don’t have to be members of our church), please 
let me know and I will contact them. 

If you have questions, please email/text/call Suzie Hills at 307-763-0525 or suzie.schatz@gmail.com 

Come make a joyful noise with us! 

 

mailto:suzie.schatz@gmail.com
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LAUNCH 

By: Mary Beth Evers 

The St. Peter’s LAUNCH ministry is celebrating its 3-year anniversary! LAUNCH became a reality because 
of the immediate and abundant support of our St. Peter’s family.  Thank you for your support of food, 
prayer and financial contributions.   

LAUNCH was born in the summer of 2019 when a need for food and personal care items for youth and 
young adults was made known.  At that time there were (and continue to be) young adults here in Sheri-
dan who are without secure housing. Some survive by couch-surfing, living in cars, or on the streets.  St. 
Peter’s heard of this need and quickly lived out Galatians 5:13 “through love serve one another.”  Donations 
began & continue to arrive every Sunday morning.  From LAUNCH’s inception, St. Peter’s volunteers organize 
the food offerings in a pantry at St. Peter’s and from that fill the Food Group’s Little Free Pantry located at 
Sheridan High School weekly.   

LAUNCH also assisted young adults at the VOA who were ‘launching’ into independent adult life.  LAUNCH 
provided for a small food and personal hygiene pantry in their Transitions Class until the pandemic hit.   

The pantry at Sheridan High School is filled every three days.  Many times, it is completely emptied in that 
3-day period, so we know your food donations are feeding young adults!  For that we are ever grateful.   

Our Shopping List is targeted for people who may not have a kitchen such as food in cans with pull top lids 
(not requiring a can opener or much preparation) and high protein foods such as tuna, jerky, peanut but-
ter, soups, nuts, and protein granola bars.  There is a full list available in the Narthex and at the St. Peter’s 
Pantry in the Library.  Please stop by and see your generosity at work.  

You are invited to 

LAUNCH Open House 

Sunday, September 18 

in the Library after both services 

Sturtevant, Myca.  One of Our Youngest Volunteers at the High School Pantry .  

2022.  Author’s Personal Collection.  

Bowen, Margaret.  St. Peter’s LAUNCH Pantry Before Delivery to the High School.  2022.  

Author’s Personal Collection.   

 


